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JE -pigeon, ſays” a ain” natu- 
ma, is one of thoſe birds which, 
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5 — $ great fecundity, has in ford. 


mallfury,7 Laan been reclaimed from a ſtate « of 


nature, and taught to live in habits * 


dependance. It is true, indeed, its fe- 


- eundity ſeems to be increaſed by hu- 
man aſſiduity, fince thoſe pig 0 that 


live in their native ſtate, in t e woods, 
are not near ſo fruitful as thoſe in our 


pigeon-houſes nearer home. The po 
er of incteaſe in moſt birds depends not 


only upon the quantity, but allo the 


quality of their food; many inſtances 


| may be fhewn, that man, by: a judicious 
2 | *Reration of diet, * 


* food in 
9 * 
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plenty, and allowing tlie animal a pro- 
per ſhare of freedom, has brought ſome 


of thoſe kinds which ſeldom lay but 


once a year, to become much more pro- 
lific. - 


All the beautiful varieties of the tame 


| Pigeon, derive their origin from one 


ſpecies, the ſtock- dove: the Engliſh 


name, implying its being the ſteck or 
ſtem, from whence the other domeſtic 


Kinds have been produced. This bird in 


its ſtate of nature, is of a deep bluciſh 


aſh colour; the breaſt daſhed with a fine 


"changeable green and purple; the ſides 
of the neck with ſhining copper colour: 


the wings are marked with two black bars, 


one on the quill feathers, and 1 other 


on the coverts. The back is N and 


the tail is barred near the end with black. 


"Theſe are the colours of the pigeon in a 
ſtate of nature; and from theſe ſimple 
tints the art of man has propagated ſuch 
A variety, that words cannot deſcribe, nor 
even imagination conceive. Nature, 
however, preſerves her great out-line ; 


and though the colour, and even the fe- 


cundity of theſe birds may be changed by 


art, yet their natural foctivations and 
_ epſtoms remain invariable. 


ES | The 
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The ſtock-dove, in its original ſtate 
differs from the ring · dove, a bird, that 
ſome writers affirm, has never been re- 
claimed, by its breeding in the hollows 


of trees and in the holes of rocks. All 


other birds of the pigeon kind build like 
rooks in the higheſt branches of the fo- 
reſt, and make their ſituation as remote 
as poſſible from man. This ſpecies of 


pigeon is eaſily brought to build in ar- 


tificial cavities, and, from the ſnare of a 
ready proviſion and numerous ſociety, 


readily ſubmits to the ſubjection of man. 


It ſtill, bowever, keeps its native colour 


for ſeveral generations, and is more. va- 


riegated in proportion as it removes from 


be original ſimplicity of its colouring in 
the woods. 4 


. The beautiful varieties be the tame pi- N 
geon are fo numerous, that it would be 


a a fruitleſs attempt to deſcribe them all: 
for human art has ſo much altered the 


colour and figure of this bird, that pi- 
geon-fancyers, by pairing a male and "uy / 
male of different ſorts, can, as they ex- 

reſs it, breed them to, a feather. From 
3 we have the various names expre[- 
five of their ſeveral properties, ſuch as, 


| Carriers, tumblers, powters, horſe-mes, 


B 2 cCroppers, 


Which have always 
ſetting their 
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| 16 - ComPLETE Pani FANcYER: | 
croppers, Jacobines, owls, nuns, runts, 


turbits, barbs, helmets trumpeters, 
dragoons, - finnikins, &c. all birds. hy 


at firſt might have accidentally v 

ried from the ſtock-dove; and by 3 
ing theſe varieties ſtill improved by pair- 
ing, food, and climate, the different e- 
cies have been propagated. But there 


are ſeveral ſpeeies of the wild pigeon, 


which bear a near affinity to the ſtock- 
© dove, yet differ ſufficiently from it to re- 

quire a diſtin deſcription. Ol this ſpe · 
cies is the ring dove, a pigeon much lar - 
ger than the former, and may in general 


be. diſtinguiſhed from all. others by its 


ſize; it — its neſt with dry — in 


the branches of trees. Many attempts 


have been made to render it domeſtic, 
proved abortive; by 
eggs under the tame pigeon | 


in dove-houſes ;\ but as ſoon as they 


coald fly,-they always returned to their 


ſtate of nature. As ſoon; as winter be- 


gins, they aſſemble in large flocks in the : 


woods, and leave off cooing, Which note 


of court{hrp they do not reſume till the 


entrance of ſpring,” which renews their 
defires, by fupplying 


and which $99! continue to practice on 
: tne. 


them with food, 


ED thwogeable | Mes A 
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the en of winter; It weighs near 
twenty ounces, meafures eighteen inchks 
in length, and thirty in breadth. The 
Head; back, and coverts'of the Wings are 
ro 'Hlucifh aſh-colonr : the under fide 
of the neck and bteaſt are of a red pur- 
pie mixed with afh-colbur: road the 
neck near the back part of the Head is a 
ſtemi- circular line of white; hence the 
name of ing, above and beneath that the 
feathers are bright = 1 7 yd kn 


Vpht. The belly is & 2 br Was 6. 
foar, the large Aut rn are 55 
and the reſt of an aſh-colonr, except the 
| baſtardving, underneath which is à white 
ke pointing downwards. 

: he turtle-dove is a Fmaller, Bak 4 . 
cl yer bird chan any of the p | 
Mink; Ir frequents the welt of E end 
turing the ſummer months,  breedirig in 
_ thick wbods, genera of oak. It is cafily 


Known: from LF Ie the itis of the 
ich is of à bri ihe yellow, and 4 
Nac 5 Gets which | 


$ of 4 bon autifulf rinnen The. 
BS with olive, the chin and forchead 


B 3 on 


"the head is alh-Goloured inter- 2 
white: chere is bes bf Vlack feathers 85 
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on each fide the neck curiouſly tipt with - 
white: the back is aſh-coloured with a 
tincture of olive brown : the ſcapulas 
and coverts of a reddiſh brown, pod 
with black: the quill feathers of 4 
broyn, the breaſt of a light purpliſh. 

the 3 of each feather is yell 


o 
the ſides and inner coverts of the wings - 
are blueiſh, and the belly white. The 
length of the tail is three inches and a 
| half, has two feathers in the middle of a 
3 duſky brown; the reſt are black .dgli- 
par tipt. with. white: the end and ex- 
texior fide of the putyard, feathers. are 
wholly White. 
The fidelity _ conſtancy af theſe 
birds is proverbial; and a pair heing 
in a cage, 15 one dies, the 2 N ieltom 
. Turvives.it long. It is a bird of pa 
| "mg does not ſtay in dur northern eli —— 
durm inter, \FT vey: come over, here 1 in 
large 8 in the ff ummer to breed, a 
g though they delight in open mountain- 
us, and fand) countries, NY they build 
— peſts. in the middle of the ihicke 
woods, chuſing, the. molt. doh RA 
7 3 — for i incul ation, . They, feed up 
all Torts: of grain, but the ,millet, ſe 
their i repall. "The tuxt Fog £ 
+ * — 
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Natural Hier g, Nigel, 9 
commonly meaſures twelve inches and a 
half in length, from the tip of the hill to 

the end of the tail; aud when the wings 
are extended, the breadth is twenty-one 
inches. Some naturahſts affizm, that this 
bird lays its eggs" twice a year, and, if 
this aſſertion may be depended on, hi 
is very probable, as it is a bird of pa 


mer, and once when it migrates to ſome 
warmer climate in winter. | 
_ The turtle- dove is the ſymbol of fide- | 
lity and conſtancy between huſband and 
wife, amongſt friends,” of ſubjects to- 
wards their, princes, and of armies to 


* rals. On the reverſe of a me- 
Heliogabalug,. a woman is [cen ſit- 
oo holding in one hand a e 


with this N Fides exereuuls. 
ſymbol takes its riſe from the * 
male uſually flyi toguder png her 
| pining when 12 bas fach ber | 
The dove-houſe pigeon . every 
r ahak when, the Firn | 


3 
pays 4 the owner op = his r e pb 
pigeon 1 two white esse. wed E. 


ſage, it is once when it viſits us in ſum- - 


_- 


4 - 
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duee y ones of different ſexes, When 8 
che ges are laid, the female fits fifteen 


days, not iy the three days ſhe is 
employ 8. and is recheved at in- 
d ty al male. The turns are ge- 


nerally pretty regu lar. The female uſuat- 
_ fits from Wes 0 in the evening till 
nine the next morning; at which time the 

male ſupplies her place, while ſhe is ſeek- 
ing refreſhment abroad. Thus 'they fit 
Alternately till the young are ' hatched. 
If the female does not return at the ex- 
pefted' time, the male feeks her, and 
drives her to neſt ; and, ſhould he m his 
turn be neglectful. ſhe retaliates with 
equal ſeverity. When the young ones 
are hatched, they only require warmth | 
for the firft three days} a talk which the 
le takes entirely upon herſelf, and 

81 leaves them except for a few mi- 
nutes to take à little 


2 Alter this 
they are fed for about ten days, with what 


| the old ones have picked up in the fields, 
and kep t treafyred in their crops, from 
132 Aer % whe EC 


a un 2 


—_ - 
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Natural Hiſtory of Pigrm. of | 
This way of ſupplying the young with 52 
food from the crop, in birds of * | 


geon- kind, differs from all others. T 
pigeon, has the largeſt crop of any bird, 
_ for its ſize; which is alſo quite peculiar 
to the kind. In two that were diſſected 


by an eminent anatomiſt, it was found,, 


that upon blowing the air into the wind- 


pipe, it diſtended the crop or gullet to 
an enormous ſize. This was the more 


— fſigular, as there did not appear to be the 


leaſt communication between theſe (w] o 


receptacles. By what channel the ait 


blown into che jungs of the pigeon 


finds its way into the crop, we are whol- 
Iz), ignorant; but we have ocular demon- 
tration, that theſe birds have a power 
of ſwelling the crop with air; and thoſe 
called croppers, diſtend it in ſuch a man- 
ner, that the bird's breaſt appears larger 


theſe ſpecies is pretty clear, though the 


extraordinary mechaniſm is not known. 


Pigeons live entirely upon grain and was 
ter: theſe being mixed together in the 


crop, are digeſted in proportion as the 


bird Jays in its provition. © Young pi- 
geons ate very ravenous, which neceſſi- 
tates the old ones to lay in a more plenti⸗ 


— 


than its body. The neceſſity for it in 
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ful ſupply than ordinary, and to give it 
a ſort of half maceration in the crop, to 
make it fit for their tender ſtomachs. The 
numerous glands, aſſiſted by air, and 
the heat of the bird's body, are the ne- 
ceſſary apparatus. for ſecreting a milky 
fluid ; but as the food macerates, it alſo 
ſwells, and the crop is conſiderably dila- 
ted. If the crop was filled with ſolid 
ſubſtances, the bird could not contract 
it; but it is obvious the bird has a power 
to compreſs j its crop at pleaſure, and by 
diſcharging the air, can drive the food 
out alſo, which is forced up the gullet 
with great eaſe. The young uſually re- 
ceive this tribute of affection from the 
crop three times a day, The! male for 
the moſt part feeds the young female, and 
the old female performs the ſame office 
for the young male. While the young 
are weak, the old ones fupply them with 
food macerated ſuitable to their tender 
frame; but, as, they gain ſtrength, the 
parents give it leſs preparation, and at 
laſt drive them out, when a; ctaving ap- 
petite obliges them to ſhift for - <>. 
ſelves; for-when pigeons have plenty of 
food, they do not wait for the total diſ- 
miſſion of their young 3 3. it being a com: 
mon 
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mon thing to ſee young ones fledged, 
and e 13 at the ſame time, and 
abe 8 
- - Though the conſtancy. of the turtle- 

dove, is 2 the pigeon of the 


dove-houſe is not ſo faithful, and, hav- 
ing become ſubject to man, puts on in- 
continence among its other domeſtic qua- 
lities. Two males are often ſeen quar- 
relling for the ſame miſtreſs; and when 
the female encourages the freedoms of 
a new gallant, her old companion ſhews 
viſible marks of his diſpleaſure, quits her 
company, or if he approaches, it is only 
to chaſtiſe her. Many inſtances have 
been known when two males, being diſ- 
fatisfied with their reſpective mates, have 
thought fit to make an exchange, and 
haye lived in peace and friendſhip with 
the new objects of their choice. So ra- 
pid is the fertility of this bird in its do- 
meſtic ſtate, however incredible it may 
appear, that from a ſingle pair,“ fourteen 
thouſand ſeven hundred and ſixty, may 
be produced in the ſpace of four years, 
The ſtock-dove, however, very rarely 
breeds oftener than twice a year; for, as 
* 8tillingfleet's Tracts on Huſbandry, 75. 
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att 


plaintive note. 


ſearch for i its 


parched up 


uncultivated 


o 1 


Pigeons are very quick of bearing, 
= a very ſharp fight, and when pur - 
i: d by the hawk or bite, and are obliged 
'Y do exert themſelves, are exceedingly ſwift 
22 


the winter months approach, their whole | 3; 


_ employ is fox ſelf fubþſtence, ſo that they 
cannot tranſmit a progeny... But, . their 


to their young is much 


| 
| 
| 
3 | IF dronger 3 thoſe which often breed. 
|  _ This is owing perhaps to their affections 
| | LIEN - bag leſs ed by ſo rent a number 
of claims... 


in flight. It is the nature of pigeons to 
Iloðve company and aſſemble in flocks, to 
i 5 bill in their courtſhip, and to have a 


. 


Wa it. M. Duhamel aſſerts, «that Nl 
5 not feed upon the green corn, and that 
- their bills have not ſtrength enough to 
3 ſeeds in the earth; but only 
. up the ſcattered grains, which would 
by the heat of the ſun, or 
lit pete the prey of other ani- 
mals. He further adds, © that from the 
time of the ſprouting of the corn, pi- 
- geons live chiefly upon the ſeeds of wild 
plants, and therefore con- 
ſiderably leſſen the quantity of weeds that 
would; otherwiſe * the WO ; 


p 
1 
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a8 I manifeſtly evident from 1 joſk eſti - F 
mate of the quantity of grain neceſſary to 
feed all the pi igeons of a well. ſtocked 
_ ddye-houſe;” Hut the facts alledged by 
Mr. Worlidge and Mr: Lifle, in ſup- 
rt of the contrary*opinion are incon- 
ktrovertible. Mr. Lille relates, that a 
farmer of bis acquaintance, Who was a 
man of ſtrict veracity, aſſured him he had 
been witneſs to an acre” ſowed with 
peas, and the wet weather preventing 
** their being harrowed in, every pea' was 
taken away in half a day's Bae by 'pi- 
Sons; and Mr. Worlidge ſays, It is 
to be "oMferved. that where' 4 fl ht of 
pigeons fall, there they fill themſelves, 
and away, and return Again where they 
firſt roſe, and ſo proceed over a whole 
piece of ground, if — like it, Although 
you cannot perceive any grain above the 
2 ee they know how to bud it. 1 have 
| ſeen them lie ſo much upon a piece of . 
ground of about two or three -acres ſown 
with peas, that they devoured at leaſt 
chree parts in four of the ſeed, which, I 
am ſure, could not be all dbove the Cars 
face of the ground. That their ſmelling 
is their principal director, I have ob- 
ſerved; having * a ſmall plat of peas 
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_ . rden. near a pigeon-houſe, and 
| io gu them ſo well that. not a,p ap- 
peared above ground, in à few: days, a 
n 8 of pigeons were buſy in difcover-. 5 
TE ing tus hidden, treaſure; and, .mra fer 
S_ 22 ors Thad not above two or three 
as left out of about yo quarts that 
ee, for what they could not 
find before, they found when the buds. 
appeared, notwithſtanding they were hoed 
in, and well covered. Their ſmelling 
alone directed them, as I ſuppoſed, be- 
cauſe, they followed the ranges exactly. 
Ihe injury they do at harveſt, on the 
peas, vetches, 2 ſuch, that we. may 
rank them amon t N 5 
| the poor bu man meets ; with,; and LIN 
the greater, becaule. he pn not eredt a 
5 N -whereby to have a. ſhare 
of his own :ſpoils, none but the rich, 
being allowed this, pnvilege, and :{0 fe» | 
We. law being made to protect 
theſe winged. NE” that-a.man cannot 
encounter them, even in defence of, his 
4 own property. You, have therefore no 
remedy, againſt, them, but. 10 alfright 
= then away. by noiſes, er ſuch like. Von 
8 may, indeed, ſnoot at them; but o 
a ee or , x, 25 | 
Can, 


ä * * 
ha, 2 * 
* * x * 
Ki os x 7 } 
7; r ; 
4 
— 
x 
— 


can, ne Wan 4 in a net, cut 1 wal 
„Fine and bak ry y which, means 
you will im for When they | 
are in their vor they cannot Bolt or 
fy out of the tops af them,, but hy the 
ſtrength oktheir tal tails, after the thus ak- 
" hoe of which, they remain "prifonets 3 at 
ome.” * 8 18 1 | 
Mr. f who mentiond che im- 
nding eons, brings to our 
= enk Groll ah of a fa- 
ay, gentleman, Sho upon an honeſt 
1 corn. 3 comp Hint to kim that 
4 rear pet peſt to his od, 
= me fed a great ded? of his corn, 
oth anſwered, * 1155 you fee chem 
fing, pound them. Which hint, 
the farmer I'v oved to the beſt advan- 
tage, and cnet « 5 Parcel of peas to be 
ſtrewed on his grounds, Rich had been 


HY fy fteeped in an. infulion of cc 
K or ſome other ftup wn 


E ene 2s uſual, an 
ng on as, foon became life- 
lefs on She bell! upon v hit k the farmer 
enclofet chem in a net, and fent them to 
an empty arn, from hehce Re ve. he, _ 
gentleman notice that he had 8 9 
— e "with - 8 to the Ara 4: * 
| 1 3 hi + 


* 
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his pigeons, and requeſted, of him to 
come and procure | their enlargement. 
As flocks of pigeons are a great detri= 
. farmer, we ſhall 
here ſubjoin the two following methods 
of taking them. When a field is newly 


| ment to the indu 


| : the ſnare, it may be p 
or- three pigeons, as dec to he 


— 


ploughed, or freſh ſown with- any grain, 


and the pigeons begin to viſit it, take a 


large. parcel of ſmall ſwitches, or a bun- F ; 


dle of ſtrong wheat firaw, about twa 
feet and a half long; ſmeat them pretty. 
 Qiongly with bird-lime, and place them 
on the. ground where. the pigeons, free 


quent: but in orde to draw them into 
aper to * two 


ground, among the ſwitches or 


they will ſoon be entangled 188 13 en. 


Or take fome p jeces of tout brown paper, 


| about the 75 port of a ſhęet, twiſt 


chem up in the form of a a. gone wal ſugar. - 


| loaf, FT (a the infide of th * ell, two. 
or three days before you ule em ; ut a 


few. -grains of corn into the hollow of each 
paper ne ar the bottom, and diſperſe them 
over the field, laying them as. 51 2 


vou can under clods of earth, betimes in 


the morning before the pigeons come to 
"OY: As to the eas of papers want- 


14 


h 
s 2 
* 


+. 
= * 


* 
9 


ed. the extent of th 
own diſcretion m 
| geon coming to feed will eſpy the corn, 
and by eager] forcing in their beaks $a 
ſeize it, cauſ 


heads, when the 
being hood-winked, will ſoon w 


weary 

L fall down, and berome, * 
on , 
e pi 


Venus. Homer ſays, it was the office 


of pigeons to- provide. for the nournſhs- 
ment of Jupiter; this fable takes its riſa 
from the ſame word. which means, in the 


Phoenician language, citbar @ print. ora 
pigeon; for ĩt id owed batch Cares 
or prieſt "of C care of tha 


nourtihment of de e 
Aſcalon had 5 high veneration 
Gm, ka that they durſt not kill and eat 
leſt they uld; feed on their gads: 
n * and ;t 
careful of thoſe that were-produced& in- 
their city. ke rians alle conſeera-- 


ted pigeons, becauſe they had a nations © | 
that pe ſeat of their ance famous 


que, 
Semiramis bad taken its e 


in the Rom of a dors. 


1 


2 1 a ; I s % 
5 5 | c 8 Gin 


Natural ee 1 Pigens. ; 29 5 
Cetermine. 12 His 


the paper to ſtick to their 
will attempt to fly, but 


eon was "the: favourite bind of 


they were particularly 


; 20 Courixri Picton FANCYBRL · 


| "Villas 1 relates, that two igeons 
formerly my on Thebes, and that one 
took its paſſage to Dodona, where it gave 
an Oak the virtue of deliverin; oracles ; ; 
the her? which was white, un over 


| the ſea to Libya, where it perched be- | 


tween the two ein on the head of 3 
ram, and gave oracles to the people 
Marmarica. Philoſtratus ſays, that "I 
pigeon of Dodona alſo delivered oracles ;. 
that it was of gold, ſeated on an oak, 
and attended b by: a concourſeof people who 
came thither, fome to conſult the oracle, 
others to ſacrifice. There were 1 
prieſts. and prieſteſſes there, who ain 
a comfortable fubſiſtence by the 0 
Sophocles alſo informs us, th Hereut a4 
received an oracle, from the pigeons * 
the foreſt of Dodona, which, foretold the 
period of his life. 
Io this natural biſtory of the pigeon 
might be added a lift of foreign pigeons, 
Sk hien wa know little more than the 
names and the plumage: it 1s true, the 
variety of heir” plumage is as 8 
as the names by which they are calle 
are harſh and unharmonious. For exam- 
ple the Ocotzimtzcan, is one of the | moſt 


| elegant t. tenants of the foreſt. of Mexico ; ; 
age 2 2 my 


\ 


po Ne add, its plumage is a mixture of.-yellow, 
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des we are eee oli 5 


to learn the name only ; however we can ; | 


u and purple. There is. another 
eautiful inhabitant. of South-America, 


whichis ſaid to have a blue beak, a mali 


- tuft of purple feathers on the head, the 
| by FE Senn ener, the tail f 
b So aud its legs and . 5 
milk W To. | Size a: de ſaription of 1 
ſuch birds, the painter's pencil ig by fag 
a much more uleful infirument, 1 | 
ie Aae ane f 


3 2— 0 
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"Having preſented. our readers with a2 
copious, uſeful, and entertaining natu- 
ral hiſtory of the pigeon, we | 
in the next place, to give inſt ructions for 

the ercQing of a. pigeon-houle, or done · 


cote, as they are termed hy the country 
| people ; which piece of | 


| economy! 
much may be ſaid, ow being a number 
of thing s'to be noticed, in order to 


pro- 
cure a Pp Ee that will be-bott 
' beneficial ant profitable to the owner, In 


— 10 e it e to ſeek for 


204 * © 
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' convenient. ſituation, of which none 
dean be better adapted to the ' purpoſe, 
tna che centre of a ſpacious court or 
5 farm - yard, for eons bein naturally 
nmorous, the e ache them; 
therefore, it is not without reaſon, that 
pigeon-bouſes are generally erected at a 
OY + Giſtwwece: from: the rulfling bie 
ef trees ſhaken by high winds, . the _ 
- loudurvaringy of mill-dams. With re- 
gerd to the five of the pigeort-houſe, * 
entirely on the number of birds 
intended toe be 1 but it is better to 
| baue it roo te-be- pinched for 
1 want of it; and a8 the form of it, he 
= rund are greatly preferable to the ſquare 
ones; becauſe it will not be ſo eaſy, for 
che rats i0 bome at khem in the former as 
in the latter. city "thy the Bat _ 
venient; for may, by the of x 
ladder E foe Axis, get at alf 
_ the neſts bm the Houſe with very little 
trouble, Bar ag bv not reafhly Wade inc i 
* N u are hou e. 418 1 +} 1 ; : 
—— ang 
, into the: on- bin 
Er cat de watt bee be ſheet 
with plates of tin, for abpur tyo feet fy : 
«oy She project out three'.or —4 
inches 


s . 
— 
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inches at the top, which ſhould be pointed 


with ſhatp wire, to prevent their clam 
bering uy higher; alſo the outfide an- 


gles of a ſquare pigeon-bouſe, "ought to 


de particularly guarded- againſt the de- 8 75 
vaſtations of theſe formidable. enemies 10 . 


_ the pigeon. tribe. F er . 
The pigeon : houſe -ſhould be baile 


near ſome good-ſ{weet. water, chat the pi- 


geons may conyey it to e 
aud their carry ing it intheir bills will warm: 
it a bile, and not only, make- r 


ſhould be well but . gy — not 


- The covering oof: the. pigeo 


. the leaſt rain may penetrate. through, it. 
The whole bu 


and — * 1 being he colour pi 
ight in, and becauſe 


appearance. As pigeons 


foundation is well laid, the flo 


there be no 2 1 or other 
Ane ee 


* 


— 


| ldmg mult be covered with 
hard: plaiſter, and white - Vaſhed 4 af 


: ee 99 diſcerned by b 
bude when at à diſtance, from ita white 
dung is ver x 
corroßve, care ſhould. be taken that the 75 
and the whole building well camented. | 
It ſhould alſo be a ee e hoy. | 


aperture to- 
* * 978 
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che ſun ae 


and a this 
Portals, or 
4 rere med Wiel ern, fenced 


we hi th pigeon ts uk, "hich | 


7 e ak bi 4 at. £3 Ae * 2 ren W „ as , * by 
* 9 9 * l ere * 8 : 2 ", 6 a 7 n 1s . 1 
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the fouth; 1 pigeons being very! ford of 


ecially in che winter; but if 


che window of the pigeou chatte free 
the north, it mould never be © 


but in very warm- weather, when the air 
may have free admitanbe, which at tliat. 


ſeaſon of the year, is both 1 ant 
vholeſome tothe pigeens. e 
_ houſe ſhould have @ Sake,” 
: ther of free-ſtone or mo 
.. tonearly the middis.of We g 
the ug of MN ts for d 46 


W 74 


ute; 

ret 
they eo out of the fields 4 
ſel be Gee's 
Niding blind, the Gdes of 


upon when. 


| 7 and ths pigcons'fer af Tiberty; or cnn 


1 


fined, . _ 


require. 
The net or caves * 2 2 
"cenfit- — long 


2 * 5 4 


— Bals „sin þ Is 


ie a ſituation they mmeh covet when © © 
— —. r 2 
ed, tall the invention of carthen ben 
came up for it has ſometimes | 
chat thoſe built in the Walls, 
ſome chink or ſmall aperture, throagh 
Which, rats, or ſome vermin have 
FY foundmeans to intrude ↄ but the pot being 
of one entire piece, keeps them out, ex- 
cept.it be at the mouth. There is ans- 
ther ſort made of raund tiles, placed 


we had 


> Tk 


upon each other gin external | 8 I 
not. unbke — — 
and theſe are ranged | 3 . 
of half a foot from each ether, ified! © -- | 
upon brighs Huited t the; cicular fo  — » 
of the tiles, which ſerve alſo to part ther a 


neſts: butias:thele: are mot Jo-carvenietit” - | 
as the others, they are feldg m uſed; - 
the pigeon Hees natalwaywbuild ale, 

it is neceſſary to . 

at the battom of the coves; ' ut 

the -ogys fem rolling-afide;: for, | 
may fiti well in ber aft ih 
this accident happen: ilberitai 

be ſpoiledl :: ꝓarmenler carenthould: 
be taken, — the coves in the Wallepebe : 


of a,{in6 ſuffreient for theigork: and hen 4 
to ſtand in. The Ert range of theſe DE 
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"0 - neſts ſhould be about four feet Werte 
8 ' of ground, and the wall below them Peing 
xs . very ſmooth, nd: ſheathed with tin as | 
1 before directed, the rats will not be We 1 
to teach them. Theſe neſts or coves muſt 
F order, or che- 
1 er wiſe; and not directly over one ano- 
|  *  *therz nor ſhould they be raiſed an, 
Higher than within one ons yard of he top of £ 
1 the wall and it is to cover 
" = the upper row of f cheſs cove, with- a 
_Y board ſet ſlopi projecting at leaſt Ry 
| | \_— — for fear 
3M . _ - the rats: ſhould ad means to get down 
from the top; \thbugh it ie not very 
„ -feafible, how the rats ſhould be able to 
de on the top of a detached building, - 
which is properly ſeeured at the bottom - 
Mt an purpoſe to prevent them. Before the 
ll - qnvuth; . Which muſt be 
| 
| 


— 
OO 
* 


— - — —— 
— = 1 — - 
age py 


bd even with che wall, ſhould be fixed 
a2 fmall-flat ſtone; to project out of the -- 


itt 1 wall three or four inches; —— un 
ll | | do reſt upon ſin going i or er 
I! fam their (neſts, or when the weather 

4 obiges them to temain Priſoners at 


7 nen br. i W 17 17 39 4186 3 N . 1 art 
1 There are pigeon-houſes: of different 
and ves, buile of various ub, 
1 Tia 7 


\ 
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nals, but moſtly of wood; to be ſeen 


gentlemens court-yards ; chiefly inhabit- 
ed by pigeons kept for the table, which 
walk about the yard picking up the ſcat- 
tered grains of corn, and feeding among 
the Wale : there are many perſons Who 


are very fond of this ſort. of pigeons. 


N there are, who are poſſeſſed "oh 
valuable flights of fancy birds, 
winks as they require a diſtinct deſcrip- 
oe” ſhall be copiouſly treated of, under 
eir different names, in the enſuing 


pages- 1 Thele pigeon-houſes, are al> 


ways built, according to the fancy. 

co onyenĩence of the owner; but in what 
manner ſoever they are conſtructed, the 
ſame advice as has been already, given, is 
indiſpenſably neceſſary to; bg complied 
with, in defending the. pigeons from the 


nocturnal depredations of the weizel, 
pole. cat, . 


Any lord of the manor or e N 


may build a N or dove-cote, 


— # = 
a . 
7 . 


in farm-yards, Nh yards of. inns, and © 


o 
. 
#: 


» * — 


upon his own and, but a tenant cannot 


do it without the lord's licence. When 
perſons ſhoot at or kill pigeons within a 
certain diſtance of the 'pigeon- -houſe they | 


are liable to pay a 9 
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5 be inciks of May 0 egen ae 
the moſt proper ſeaſons, to ſtock yout | 
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2 pon, being both prolific and Hardy, is 
molt Wy the W of W 
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con- Hos Wes. od, HO 825 be 
Aleount of the & Pigeons that ark 7100 
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pigeon-houſe ; young pi ese being der 
nity, may be purchaſed vety reaſona- 
be ; the ſpring pigeons having been kept 
during the winter, are muc merke 


; = and” ſoon in à condition td * 


profit to the buyer. Thoſe! i in ulla ; 


are well fed and ſtrong, having 'been 
plentifully ſupplied by the eld ones in 
the time of Marvek, As to the nutyber 


netęllary to ſtock a pigeon-hauſe, that de- 


pends upon the fnelinstion, ability, or 


convenience of the purchaſer,; if few pi 
ons are put in the houſe, it will be 


Jome time before any advantage is reaped, 
fot none muſt be taken out o the pigeon- 
Houſe: before it is well ſtocked. 


The dbve-cote, or eommòun blue * 


ö * 


. 


* % 


75 bern of her fertility, 


Gs — the, FRY 


- pigeons rear the greateſt number 


of. the common tame fort; in the 
cuxing of which, care muſt be taken not 


to ſelect thoſe of glaring colours, for 
tbe others will not cafily. affociate witn 
them. Others recommend the dark grey 


coloured pigeon, inclining to aſh=coloyy. 


and black; K afparially. if he has a redneſs | 
ol gold colour 
8 


in her eyes, and a xing 
about her neck which, accor 
| the judgment of ſome, are HVAC fa 


- On farms contiguous to ob Fes large 
owns. though the maintenange. is expen- 


fve, it will turn to good account to keep 
a number of the large tame pigeons; for 


; ad as it. is generally remarked, that In 5 2 
75S 2 


: of young ones; but when the breed of 
pigeons proves. too ſmall, it will be pro- 
per to intermix with the doye-cote a few 


: — they hatch early in the ſeaſon, the ; | 


g996d price. On farms more remote from 


young. ones are alway, fat, and fetch a 


cities and towns, the common pigeons ase 


greatly preferable; as: they increaſe very 


faſt, and are kept at a, fall expence, 


| 175 numbers ann the lownels 


N 3 


15 


4 1 
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** tage, near thoſe lands, which are ſowed 


Pigeons ſhould be kept very clean, „ 
though they make 2 great deal of dirt, 
they do not like to live in it: care ſhould 
be taken to prevent ſtarlings and other 
birds from viſiting their neſts, as theß 
win ſuck, or deſtroy their eggs; alſo that 
there are not too many cocks in propor- 
tion to the hens, for this is a conſtant 
ſource of miſchief, as the cocks diſagree 
and drive each other away, which proves 
' detrimental to the ſtock, Few people 

make any conſcience of enticing away. © 
neighbouring pigeons; but, for the rea- 
fon juſt given, this practice becomes hurt- 
_ tulto themſelves and oy! are Dequent” 
Ty: loſers by it. - SP 
. Pigeons are kept to the ben advan- 


\ 


with horfe-beans and grey-peaſe; for 
theſe pulſe being ſown, early in the ſea- 
jon, the bird by feeding on them, ac 
quires great vigour, and hatches its 
young early in the ſeaſon, which is a be- 
neficial circumſtance to the owner.  Bar- 
ley and buck- wheat are vety ſtrengthen- 
© ing food for pigeons, and cauſe them to 
lay frequently. Tares and white peaſe 
are alſo very proper food fer pigeons. 
THT: the 1 ſort will 9 for 
them- 


5 a . 
the yen they muft bet fed in hard wes- 
ther ; and alſb towards the latter end f 


 Mfo that 


beer Pigeons, wr 
the: greater part of 


| Jens! which is filed by 

| ben ime, from the 
the foatof Wich ie dl pe, 
molt the 6njy food the pigeons cart get at; 
as the peaſs we not — mature: 


the huſbandmenz 


. ſea fon, pigeons in general have 
any young. ones, aud as the ſeed ef the 
is not cheriſhing, it is reallx 
them with food, du - 
ring the ſhort time itdafls, which is while 
the pulſe fipens, and as extreme hard 


"a 
neee 


10, ſupply 


frofts are Heldoth of long contituance; 


the keeping of pigeons 7 the ecutityy4 . - 
turns to good act. Pigeons goon? aol | 


take reſt at noon; and I tees W 
them they 


for giving them their food; be mindful 


min,' that the pigeon- houſe be ke 


clean, 


and' bas we ſtrewed with gravely theſe 
wp 02 obferyed will greatly in- 


| rules prope 
creaſe you 


graſs called bene, 
and is al 


ſhould not be diſturbed: 
mornings and evenings are the beft times 


Vasen are the Sſputey concerting. q 
the — 'of pigeons, for it wor; 
3 D's cult 


228 


they are plentifully ſupplied viis 
water, de e Tres How: vers . 
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cult to know. how to diſtinguiſh their 
age; though they ſeldom live more than 
eight years, and continue prolific. for the 
frſt four only; after which time, if you 
keep pigeons for profit, they only en- 
cumber the houſe, and deprive you of 
the advantage you might reap by others 
that are younger. In order to fatten 
young pigeons for the table in winter, 
take them before they can fly, when the 
are ſtout birds, and pull the largeſt quill 
feathers out of their wings, -which will 
confine them to their neſts ; and the ſub- 
ſtance of the nouriſhment they receive, 
not being diffuſed. for wane: er f 
ſoon fattens ben. fer 
Farmers for their own e ſhould be | 
careful that the pigeon-houſe is kept 
clean, and the dung preſerved; it being 
ſome of the fineſt manure in the world, 
and claims the precedence of the dung of 
all other animals. It is endued Sith A 
nitrous quality, and is of a very hot na- 
ture, which makes it an excellent ſoil for 
cold, moiſt, damp grounds. In manur- 
ing of land, it is frequently ſown in the 
Jame manner as grain, alſo harrowed in 
with it. It is of a nature peculiarly. ſuit- 


ed to. cher n. Ten make 1 
4 1 


<< 


pay for the. uſe of the poor 208, for every 


+ Lows rating 18) Pigets 5 


Wi i in preparing upper leathers: and it | 


of great ſervice in medicine. 
1 ph + the, 4: James, c., 27. Whoever ſhall 


. 


| ſhoot — or 1 ve or pi - 


eon, with N or bow, or take, 
ill, or deſtroy ſame, with ſetting - 


dogs or nets, or any ſnares, engines, or 


inſtruments whatſoever, ſhall, on being 
convicted thereof, before two juſtices, by 
confeſſion or oath of two witneſſes, be 
committed to goal for three months, or 


pigeon; or, after one month after his 


| commitment, become bound by recog- 
nizance, with two ſureties, before two 
1 1 2 in aol. each, not to W rev 


manner again. „ ee i 


And by che 2 Geo. g. d. 29. Any. per⸗ 


ſon who ſhall ſhoot at. or by any means 


kill or take, with a wilful intent to de- 
ſtroy any pigeon, he ſhall, on conviction 
thereof, by confeſſion or oath of one wit- 
_ neſs, before one Juſtice, forfeit 208. to : 
the proſecutor ; and if not immediate 


paid, ſuch juſtice ſhall commit him toe 
the houſe of correction, for any term not 


excee eding three months, nor leſs than 


one, unleſs the penalty be ſooner paid: 


* who are 2 on this act 
2 ſhall 


3 


2 
1 93 
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47 ſhall not be convicted of any former att; . 


and proſecutions” on this act muſt be 
commenced within two months' after the 


olfenee was committed. a 108. .30%3007 

Theſe two abſtracts are given 0 05 Gig 
form” the keepers of pigeons, of the laws 
in {aver ee Ns thi but more ef= 


pecially to remove the vulgar error ſo 


prevalent among the lower e fs-of peo· 


= ple ; * that Pigeons are a nuiſance, that 


they deſtroy a great deal of feed in the 


| fields, grain in the rick-yards, and looſen 
the tiles on the tops of buildings; that 
any perſon may ſhoot them, Provided 


that he does not carry them away. 
Therefore the reader is defired to take 


notice, that both the above acts are un! 


repealed; and in full force: conſequent- 


; n uin. 
| ments therein ſpecified. . ye | 


Account 0 the gs e WP WY 
ee a their 2 1 lations. 5 | 


"4 x 


pe ee ele e made 


uſe of. by-owners of pigeons, to prevent 


their ſtray ing from home, or being entieed 
away by the arts of others: but as u would 
FF . 


3%, 
33.3 
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we hall here only ſled fome of che mol 
approved: and dba eee now in 
practice. ee . r G 
1. Lay near the pigeon- houſe a bar- 
row full of loam, reduce it to the con- 
ſiſtence of pap, by mixing with it wa- 
ter, but brine is better; add to this a 
pra and a: half of the icoarfeſt ſand; a 
of bay ſalt, and a little ſalt-petre. 
f the hens is beat up with water, it will 
require more ſalt, than when brine is uſed | 
for that purpoſe. If it is a good ſandy 
loam, leſs! ſand will do: Where loam 
cannot be procured, clay will anfwer the 
urpoſe, but then much more ſand will 
wanted. The pigeans will be ſo: fond 
. of his. little bank, a5 not eaſily to en 
. Naht! 
2. Tale the bats 2 feet of a 
Soat, boil. them till the fleſh patts from 
the bone: take this fleſh and boil it again 
= m the ſame liquor, till the whole is re- | 
duced to a jelly; then put in ſome clean 
potters earth, kneading the whole toge- 
ther to the conſiſtence of dough, Which 
make into ſmall loaves, and dry them - 
the ſun or oven, but be careful they are 
not burnt; when they are dry, place 
them in che moſt convenient parts of the 
pigeon- 


/ 


Ss — FLY Heben SY, 
*  pigeon-houſe.; when che pigeons will Gon 

peck at it; and lihiag the tate; will net 
leave it but with regret. Some 3 
Wl uſe of a goat's head boiled in urine, _ 
Wo. a mixture of ſalt, cummin, and hemp. 
g. Others make: repaſt of en toes - 
3 = honey; with the-additionaFal lugke ſalt | 
and water: this .compotition is ſaid ta 
have ſuch an effect on them, that they 
ill never after leawve their habitation : 
and is of great uſe i in A 


1 goons to it. ny er 
3 e nothing ſuperior; td 5 
3 the true and ſalt· cat, if made as 


follows. - Take: fiſted gravel, brick: 
makers carth, and the rubbiſh/of an old 
wall. a peck of each; or if you uſe lime 
inſtead of rubbiſh, half the quantity will 
do z add to cheſe a p and a half of 
cummin-ſeed, 4 qu arter of a pound of 
bay- falt, ar ; let theſe ingre- 
dients be well mixed together with as 
much ſtale urine as will make a ſtüff oe. 
ment. Let it be put into old tin 
Kkettles, or ſtone jars, with holes in the 5 
ſides for them to peck at it, only let 


them be as ut r to reren hear £ 
5 r Tree tee 
, | f 1 * xe J #1 ö Wen 


— 


— flew Hs” mY 


Pigeons: are with egg, they are 
S ——— 1 is of 


r be 


| great uſe in hardening vhe/fheoll of their 
egg; and by this means they are: kept 
from pecking] the movtar df the tops of 
| Houſes ; ; though the damage they: do is 


Wedeln 


any tile that is properly fixed, 


Phe ſalt and urine provoke their thirſt, 
And they being of a very. Hot nature; oc. 
caſiou them to dtink often, which is of 
great ſervice to them. The ſtrong fmell 
of the eurnmin-feed pleaſes them much, 


_ keeps them at home, aud:ailures others 
that are hovering about, and ſtrayin 


from home. The oily nature of the earth, 


is a great help to them in the discharge 
of their ſoft meat, hen they are feedi 


ng 
their young ones; and the gravel ſcours 
their — and is ee in | 


omoting digeſtion. 
os fond of: falt, 


nor is there à cure for ſrarce arty of the -_ 
kubjeR; with- 


diforders to which'they are 


out the” affiftatice- of this itgredtent; 


which proves tRat· itrſtinct the wie Crea. 


tor beſtows on animals; for the here ffary 


preſervation of their: welfare; and at- 
auge or che error Gude pi. 


ge ons 


cheir beak being nor long egen 


af 
4 8 7 * 
e 


es es Eg r + 
- * ** 7 * - 
* % 4 
* * ” 0 . 5 — — 
> s Es 


thoughts, to gratify the taſte of thoſe 
breeders. Ow delight 2 in N. graph 5 


_ geons have for the mortar that is found 
in old walls, which Contains a ſalt little 
inferior to the common ſalt- petre: for 


which reaſon ſome place cakes of ſalt 
candied We N walls! of rde 


houle. 5 

Having RB full 4 MAB m ee 
for the choice, and management of thoſe 
pigeons, that are moſt advantageaus for 
country people, or others, who breed 
them for market, we ſhall nom turn our 


. 


I 9 _— = —— 


"Tas ENolien Torka. by 


This pigeon derives its name from be- 


ing at nals bred in England, and is a 
croſs breed between a horſeman and a 


crtopper; and frequently pairing their 


yoang ones with the cropper, has added - 

great beauty. to this bird, and raiſed its 

reputation among the fancyers. W 
According to the rules laid down by the 


fancy, this bird ought to meaſure, from 


the point of the beak to the end of the 
tail, eighteen inches; to have a ſine ſhape 


and hollow back, lloping off wo” 4 
the ſhoulders, for when af a1 riſe. 4 


. . * * 
* A » 5 . 
' / y 
* a * 4 ! 4 
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FI 


pats it is termed he 
r toe nail, to t 


in the T0 
large and circular towards 
the * rifing- behind the neck, ſo as 
to cover and run 3 
ders; with a ſmart girt, 


:backed ; the 
upper joint 


whole bud. 


Of the feather, Thoſe compoſed of dik. f 
ferexit colours are moſt 3 as thbe 
pied; and | 


blue-pied, black pied, red- 
vyellow- pied. All theſe dee riſo in 
value according as they agree with the 


above deſeription; for example, if the 


blue - pied and black -· pied are poſſeſſed of 
the other — 9 the black- 
ace unt of lumage, will be — moſt 
valuable n and if the yellow · pied 


bas theſs marks, iv will bear preferable 


to any. 


* 15 order one faly o aifplay: ebe 
the- .powter; re 


ties and 
mall here deſcribe in what manrier a pow- 


ter dught to be Pied. after the fancy . 


the ableſt judges. The front of che 
ſhould be white; encireled with a thinin 


2 inte rſperſed: with the ſame colour 


ks pied, but the white ſhould not reach' 
E a the 


* 


Wed 


1 — Power. Wen, 4 


ſeven. inches. 1 crop 


off at the ſhoul 
and their variety 
of plumage Net a fine N 40: tho | 


pied, on 


50 c Pie cox ais 


the back of the head; for then he is ring 
— There ſhould bea patch, in the 
pe of a half moon, falling upon the 
2 of the ſame colour with which he _ 
is pied; and when this is wanting. he i OC. 
called ſwallow throated. The head, 
neck, back, and tail, ſhould preſerve a 
uniformity of colour, and if a blue- pied 


paigeon, he ſhould have two black ſtreaks 


or bars near the end of both wings, but 
if kheſe chance to be of a brown colour, 
it greatly diminiſhes the value of the 
bird, and he is then kite - barred as the 
fancy term it. When the pinion. of the 
wing is ſpeckled with 1 in the gi 
of a roſe, it is called a 1 
is highly eſteemed, though it | 
rarity to find-any one complete in te 
property; but when the pinion has a 
large daſh of white on the external edge 
of the wing, He is ſaid to be biſhoped or 
| lawn-ſleeved. They muſt not be naked 


*The e is defired to take notice 
chat /awn-ſleeved, kite-barred, & d. and ſuch, 
like terms which, frequently occur in de - 
ſcribing theſe birds, are fancy terms, and 

made uſe of by. e of * Laney: 
n * | 
| 17 5 7 | about | 


* 
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Wet the thighs, nor ſpindle lepged, as 


ſome of the powters formerly were before 
the breed was improved; but their legs 


and thighs muſt be ſtout and ſtraight, and 
well covered with white ſoft downy fea- 
thers : but whenever it happens that the 


thigh, is tinged with another colour, he 
Ts foul-thighed. If the nine flight fea- 
'thers of the wing are not white, he is foul- 


flighted, and when only the extreme fea- - 


ther of the wing is of the ſame colour 
with the body, he is called ſword- flighted. 


The crop of the 'powter ought to be. 
filled with wind, fo as to ſhew-1 its fall ex- 
tent, with eaſe and freedom; for it is a 
very great fault, when a bird overcharges £ 


his crop with wind, and ſtrains himſelf 


yards, botsuſe he is 'not able to give A 


makes bim diſquiet and heavy, and many 
a. fine bird has, by this ill habit, either 


joints of the knees, or any part of the 


9 much, that he ſometimes falls back | 


Auick vent to the confined air, which 


fallen into the ſtreet, down a chimney, | 
or become an eaſy prey to the cats. The 


reverſe is being looſe winded,” fo that he 
exhibits ſo ſmall a crop, as to appear to 


as little advantage as an ill-ſhaped runt. 


9 rer ſhould play exe&, with a fine 


8 well 


4 
an 
4 


moving with an eaſy majeſtic air. 
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well ſpread tail, which muſt not touch 


- 


the ground, nor fink between his legs, 
neither, mull it reſt upon his rump, which 
is a great fault, and is called rumping. 


He ſhould dray the Thoulders of his wings 
cloſe to his body, diſplaying his limbs 


without firadling, and to walk almoſt 
upon his toes without jumping or kick- 


ing, as is the manner of the uploper, but 


The powter that approaches neareſt all 


* 


theſe properties, is a very valuable bird; 


and ſome fancyers by a patient perſeve- 


rance, and great 2 have bred 


the le birds ſo near the ſtandard preſcribed, 


as to ſell them for twenty range pair. 


When powters are meant to 


they ſhould be prepared for it, by being 


A 


kept from food halt a day before the time 
of exhibiting them ; this method; will 
cauſe them to ſwell their crop to, its full 
extent, and appear to the beſt advantage; 


but great care muſt be afterwards uſed to 


of their over-feeding themſelves, which 


put. a ſtop to. the dangerous conſeque 


they will do, if not timely. prevented, af- 


ter. having been kept ſo long empty, 


Theſe pigeons make a very ſtriking ap- 
pearance on the outſide of a building, 
* 3 i | though 


, 


\ 


hi. 
- 
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though the favourite ſort are ſeldom per- 


© mitted to fly, for fear of the ateidents 


alteady mentioned, on account of their 
crops, particularly thoſe that are apt to 
overcharge themſelves with wing. 
- There is a great deal of trouble, time, 
and expence, requiſite for breeding and 


| rearing of young powters, for they re- 


quire a vaſt deal of attendance, as every 
fingle bird, cocks as well as hens, muſt 
be. parted during the winter ſeaſon, and 
placed in a ſeparate pen or coop, each of 
them muſt be ſupplied with meat and wa- 
ter, and care taken that the coop be lofty; 


and ſpacious, that they may not get an 


ill habit of ſtooping, which is fo great an 
imperfection, that it muſt be prevented 
by all poſſibly means; in the ſpring, when 
you match them, prepare yourſelf with 
two pair of dragoons to every pair of 
powters, for feeders or nurſes; for thoſe 
who are curious in the fancy, never ſuf- 
fer powters to hatch their own eggs, they 
being ſuch unfeeling parents, if left to 
themſelves, as would frequently ftarve 


their young ones. The dragoons myſt _ 


de kept in a loft ſeparate from the pow- 
ters, for fear they ſhould degenerate and 


baſtardize the breed; but when the hem 


* 


„EA powter 


— * 


— 
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powier has laid her egg. it ſhould be 
ſhifted under a dragoon, that has alſo 
lately laid an egg, and the egg of the 


dragoon put under the powter, it being 15 


very proper the powter ſhould have an 
7 or eggs to ſit upon, or ſhe will quick- 
again ; and this often repeated, 
; 5 . che cauſe of ber death. Very 
great caution muſt be obſerved, and that 
in due time, to prevent theſe birds from 
gorging, which the large cropped ones 
are apt to do, and is often the occaſion 
of their death, 

A jy deal of time muſt be ſpent 
upon them, to make them tame and fa-. 
miliar, for the powter ſhould be uſed 

to company, and frequently attended, 
chuckled, and talked to, during the win» 
ter, in 4 phraſe which the fancy are well 
acquainted with, ſtroaking theit backs, 
and alſo clacking to them as a hen does 
to her chickens, or they will become ſhy, 
and loſe one of their greateſt properties, 
for which they are ſo much admired, 
which is called ſhewing, and this would 
make the beſt of them appear to great 
diſadvantage, and which cauſed a judici- 
ous fancyer to rematk, that powters were 
a bird more peculiarly ſuited to watch 
makers, 
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PNG coblers, weavers, 85 ſuch 
trades only, as worked in the ſame room 
where they were kept. that: the lower 
claſs of fancyers may converſe and fami- 
| harize them, without laviſhing that time, 
that ſhould be occupied in providing for 
their families. | 
The expence of. raiſing a ſhe of pow- 
ters is ſometimes very great, for a fancyer 
may begin with half a dozen pair of thele 
birds, and in a ſhort time be obliged to 
buy more, or be forced to exchange ſome . 


of his beſt birds for worſe, in order to 


croſs the ſtrain, for he muſt not breed 
them in and in, that 1s, coupling the bro- 
ther and fifter, or father and daughter, 
or any ther conſanguineous connection; 
as the breed would degenerate and be 
worth nothing. The above, and ſome 
other inconveniences too tedious | to re- 
late attend the training of the powter 3 
and whereas the ſame number of almond 
tumblers would ſtock a fancyer for life, 
for the breeding of tumblers in and in; 
would only diminiſh the ſize of the breed) 
which * much coveted in them, 
and if ſupplied with meat, water, and a 
little clean ſtraw, give no further trouble. 
— was eis | 


| | 7. variety. of f pigeons. ] 


56 — Prove Pane rin. 


2s to inonopolize the attention of the 
fancy in general, but ſince the almond 
tumblers are brought to ſuch pericQtion, 
and for the other reaſons already given, 
the powter is now much neglected. Some 


fancy ers declare that if tumblers were . 


kept in ſeparate pens, and trained as the 
powters are, they would ſhew in the ſame 
manner, and be N 2 familiar. | For an 
exact repreſentation of this bird, accord- 
ing to the rules of the fancy, we refer our 
readers to the frontifpiece, which . 8 


— Tun Doren en Fen 

This pi was originally bred in 
Wend, nn. its make col to agree 
with the country from whence it came; 
the body i is thick, clumſy, and ſhort, as 
are alſo: the legs, which are feathered 
down to the feet; they have a large 
pouch or bag hanging under their beak, 
3 they can ſwell with wind, or de- 
e at pleaſure ; their crop hangs low, 
but is very large; they are ſo looſe fea- 
thered on the thighs, as to be ſtiled flag 
thighed ; they ſeldom play upright; and 


ſtand wide on their legs, they are\gravel 


eyed, and ſuch bad teeders of thein young 
3 


ones, Bun as ſoon. as 2 have fed. off 
their ſoft meat, it is neceſſary to place 


their young ones under a pair of ſmall 
runts, dragoons, or powting-horſemen, 


who will act the part of nurſes better thaa | 1 


their thoughtleſs parents. 
There are a great variety of en in 
+ this Pigeon, and the Dutch are very care- 
ful in the breed of them; for when they 
are fed off their ſoft meat, they place the 
young ones under more tender nurſes, and 
then put the old ones in different 
for a month, feeding them with hemp, 
or rape ſeed, which makes them very ſala- 
cious, and then turning them together, 
they breed pigeons with very good pro- 
perties; but ſince the powter has been 
bred to ſuch perfection, the cropper is 
but lightly, eſteemed by the Engliſh fan- 


The Dutch cropper is the moſt 


iT addicted to gorge of any pigeon, eſpeci - 
ally if not lar 8 with food k 
and water: Th HA)" | M . Þ Z 
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This is what the fancy term a baſtard 
bred pigeon, and is produced; between 
the horſeman and cropper ;. and agreea - 
ble to the number of times that their 


1 


— 
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young ones are bred over to the cropper, 
they have the appellation of firſt, ſecond, 
or third breed; and the more frequent | 
this method is practiſed, the greater "is 
the improvement the crop, receives from 
it. This breed of pigeons was formerly | 
much encouraged, in order to 1mprove _ 
the ſtrain of the powter, by making them 
cloſe thighed ; though it was the fire of 
the horſeman's blood that cauſed them to 
rump; but fince the ſtrain of powters' is 
no brought to ſuch a degree of perfee- 
tion, that practice is diſcontinued. 
I They are a vel 1 being very _ 
45 full of mirth on the of a houſe, and 
by frequently daſhing of, pro excellent . 
Adecoys for ſtray pigeons that have willed 
| their way home, bine is a pleaſing ſatis. 
faction to thoſe who delight in the flying 
fancy. The ey are fertile bieder, = 
. nurſes, always taking 8 e 
of their young ones. Some 
2 meaſure fix inches and a belt in E 
egs ; they are a hearty, ſpirited bird, and 
only ſupply them- with Nod, they will 
give very little trouble. There are in- 
ſtances of this bird's bono home at 
| AER miles diſtance. 
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This bird. is a native of Holland, | 
being originally bred there, it nearly re- 
ſembles the "Engliſh powter, in all its 
properties, Gals it is ſmaller in every rel- 
pect; it has a very round crop, in which 
it commonly hides its bill; it - has ſmall 
lender legs, (this was the fault of tho 
En gui powter till the late improve- 
9 5 with i its toes Hort and cloſe toge- 
ther, on which it trips ſo exactly, when 
walking, as to 1 5 the ball of the foot 
ite hollow; - It ays very upright, is 
1 Ng it is the cuſtom of 
this, bc. on e the hen, to 
900 to her with its 1 5 from hence | 
ame Va 1 is 1 from the 
Wee wor n, to leap up. It is 


A * bh = a0 of theſe pigeons 


being. — always either all 
> black, or blue. Since the Eng- 
liſh powter has become ſuch” a favourite, 
there is little encouragement given to the. 
breed of this pigeon here, and indeed 


there. is no compariſon, to be made be- 


tween them; 1 it 1* t that in 
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This bird, though brought into Eng- 
land from Bruſſels, is originally a native * 
of Paris; it partakes of the famę nature 
as the Engliſh powter, though it is not 
ft well made ; its body and legs are ſhort, 
it has generally a long, va not a large 
| crop. and is thick in the girt. This bird 
is greatly admired'for its plumage, which 
is very elegant arid yeculiar to this ſpecies 
only; every feather being, ſtreaked with 
a variety of colours, the flig t excepted, 
which is white; the more red this bird 
has interſperſed with its other colourz, the 
greater is the value ſet Upon it; they are 
| gere bull- eyed, ox ber pi, dat 
this is a matter of indifference àmotigſt 
| cas 9 27 78 Wen ee it Hath. Tp 
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e þ "Tux. Cannmay:. py 0 ec 
Ae ander l rather larger 4 mot 
6f the ee ſized pigeons me of 


them nee from the 1 * of the 
1 - beak 


U 
* 4 


en, to 
bend be end uf the tall <6 fred iN Il, ; 
_ weigh” nineteen. or twenty ounces i 


eir ' feathers lie very cloſe, den Tos ö 
obe their fleſh is naturally firm, an! 


their Tenr long and ſtrai bt, that ben 


they ſtatid upright on their gs, they hne 
an elegant gentility of ſha . uk far exceed-' "i 


ing moſt other Ly ae fe | hen the "3 Bo 
Rand cringe themſelves up in an b uncouich' 0 2 
manner. From the lower part of the _ 
head, to the middle of hs th per chan, © 
there grows ot a White, He oy fun gous „ 


fleſh, F which is called the wattle, and.is 
generall met by two ſmall "protubets 
ances of the ſame luxuriant fleſh, 0 | 


on sach fide of the under thap tis fle 


is always moſt valued when, of: a e 


, Gian. 55 11 LIE 


chte Wu che black pupil of 
ch eyes, is commonly of a red brick- 
duſtcolour, though they are more eſteem- 


ed when of a fiery red: theſe are alfq 


ehcompalled with the ſatne ſort of naked, _ 
Ribas” matter, which is very thin, ge | 
nerally of the breadth of à ſhilling, and n 
the broader this ſpreads, the greater is 3 
the valde ſet | upon them; but when this 
luxuriant fleſh round che eye is thick arid © 
, it denotes the carrier to be a goed - 7 
os * 8 brecger; 1 
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breeder, and one that will rear very fins 


Vvoung ones. 
are unanimous in their opinion, in giv- 
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The gentlemen of the fancy 


195 this, bird the title of © the king of 
e pigeons, on account its grace- 
„ee. and, uncommon. ſaga- 


The 0 have attributed to the car- 
ier, the to ollowing twelve be 3 
nee in the head, three in the eye, due 

iy, the wattle, an three i in the beak. 


The properties of the head conſiſt in 


its flatneſs, ſtraitneſs, and length; for 


inſtance, when a 


with, a long, narrow hoot, it is greatly 
admired; d if * reve fle, it is ran 
barrel-he aded. 


141 > $ 


FG and is (called wks 5 ut 
When The eye is equal and full, and free 


from irregularities, it is 2 role: eye, and 
is very valuable. Some mention the diſ- 
tance which ought to be between the 
back of the N and the edge of the 


| N but this is not a property, for whey 


a carrier 


carrier. has a very flat 
- Tkull, a little indented in the middle, 


A 
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E kurier lives to be three or four years 
old, has a broad eye, and a large wartle, 
they will join of courfe. 
e wattle ſhould be broad actoſs the 
Peek mort from the head towards the 
point of the bit, and leaning a littte for- 
Wards from the Bead; for if it lays flat, 
It is in great dilrepute, and is ad to be 
Peg ate, be Has cauſed forte = | 
e, in order to impole u on 
. 723 encreaſe the 5 6 - | 
an im bird, to 1 IC raiſe 
He Cy." part of the 7 — Bll i. up 
with cork, and bind it in with fine wire, 
in 10 neat 4 manner as not to be 7 


Nraight and Yhick ; though an inch Toth, 


Raff is a Toy beak, it muſt not meafure 
leſs than one inch and a quarter in length. 
The Trraightnels of the beak is a great 
8 to its length, and if it is the 
aft out of ſhape in this reſpeR, it is 
then termed hook-beaked, and is lightly 
efteemed. It ſhould alfo be thick, an 
of a black colour, which is a great re- 


commendation, but when it falls ſhort in 


detected, Parxicularhy thoſe who 
ther raw, * a in the fan 
The beat of the tatrier Mould be 
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this particular, it is called ſpindle beak- 

ed, which decreaſes its value. 
The length and thinneſs of its neck, 
are fo eminent a mark of its elegance, as 
not to be paſſed over in filence; ſome 
call this a property, and indeed it mult be 
granted that it greatly encreaſes the beau- 
ty of this broad - cheſted bird, and more 
eſpecially ſo when the pigeon carries its 
head rather backward, as it ſhews itſelf 
to great advantage. da 
Ihe plumage of this bird is generally 
either dun or black, though there arg 
alſo ſplaſhed, whites, blues, and pieds 
of each feather; but the dun and black 
agree beſt with the before-deſcribed proe 
perties; yet the blues and blue-pieds 
being very ſcarce, are great rarities, con- 
ſequently of great value, though they are 
inferior in the properties, relating to the 


— 


* 


above - mentioned feathers. 2231 
1 | This ſpecies of the pigeon, were ori- 
7% _ginally bred at Baſſora, an ancient city 
If. of Perſia, and from thence tranſmitted 
1 to. Europe; they are called carriers, from 
having been uſed to convey intelligence 
by letters, from one city to another. It 
is from their extraordinary attachment to 
the place of their nativity, and more eſ- 
| $29 pecially 
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pecially where they have trained up their 
Th that theſe birds were employed 
in ſeveral countries as the moſt expedi 
tious carriers. Theſe birds are firſt taken 
from where they were bred, to the place 
from whence they are to return with in- 
telligence. The letter, which ſhould be 
thin paper, muſt be gently tied under the 
wing, in ſuch a manner as not to incom- 
mode the bird's flight; and it is then let 
at liberty to return. The winged mel- 
fenger no ſooner finds itlelf at large, wg: 
its Jove for its native home influences all 
Ats motions. It immediately flies up into 
the clouds to an almoſt imperceptible 


height, and then, with great certainty anf# 
exactneſs, darts itfelf £4 80 unknown 


intuitive principle towards its native ſpot, 
which is frequently at the diſtance of 
many miles, 9 8 its meſfage to the 
perſon to whom it is dhected. By what 
viſible means they diſcover the place, or 
by what compaſs they are conduRed in 
the right way, is equally myſterious and 

unknown, but it has been: proved by ex- 


periment, that they will' perform a jour- 


ney of forty miles, in che fpace of one 
Hour and a half; which is à degree of dif- 
patch three times ſooner than the ſwifteſt 
R F 3 four 


TY 


4 
= 
- 
2 * 
1 
4 
1 
10 


7 


JT 
4 
175 


17 


to ſuccour it; from princes to their 
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four footed animal can poſſibly perform. 
This method of ſending diſpatches was 


7711 


in great vogue in the Eaſt, and particu- 


larly at Scanderoon, till very lately; : Dr. 


Rullel having informed us that the prac- 


tice is now diſcontinued:* It was uſed 


there on the arrival of a ſhip, to give the 


merchants at Aleppo a more expeditious 


notice than could be deviſed by any other 


means. 2 x 


' Extraordinary attention was former! f 
paid to the training of theſe pigeons, in 


order to be ſent from governors in a be- 


Keged city, to generals that were comir 


Jetts with the news of ſome ne 
tranſaction; or from love fick ſwains to 
heir dulcineas with expreſſions of their 
-paſfion. In this country theſe aerial meſ- 
Aengers have been made ufe of for a ver 

ſingular purpoſe, being let looſe at Ty- 
burn at the moment the fatal cart ts 
drawn away, to notify to diſtant friends, 
the ſhameful exit of the unhappy crimi- 
nal; like as when ſome hero was to be 
-interred; it being a cuſtom among the 
ancient Romans, to let fly an eagle from 
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the funeral pile, to make his apotheoſis 
complete. 
In the Eaſl, they Dns kept relays 
of theſe pigeons, in conſlant readineſs.to 
carry expreſſes to all parts of the country. 
When the governor, of Damiata heard the 
news of the death of Orillo, he let fly a 
pigeog, under whoſe wing he had faſten- 
ed a letter; this flec to Cairo, from whence 
E ſecond was diſpatched to another place, 
as Was cuſtomar ſo that the death of 
-Orillo® | was 78 7 oy known to all Egypt, 
in the ſpace of a few hours. But the fam-. 
ple uſe of them was known. in very early 
times? Anacreon 7 informs us, that he 
held a correſpondencę with his lovely Ba- 
chyllus, by a dove. Tauroſthenes, by 
means of a pigean, which he cauſed to be 
decked with purple, ſent the news to his 
father, who ved in the iſle of Xgina,:of 
his victory in the Olympic games, on the 
very day he had gained it. When Mo- 
dena was beſieged, Brutus within the 
walls, kept an * correſpon- 
dence with Hirtius without, and this by 
the aſſiſtance of pigeons, ſetting at nought 
LY Rratagety: ol the belieger, Azfhooy, 


mY 8 
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* Tone, canto 1 8. * Anacreon, ode g. 
as to 
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to ſtop theſe winged couriers. In the 
3 the Luc ol there are many 
mftances of thefe birds being made uſe- 
ful in the ſetvite of war. Fallo relates 
e of Jeruſalem ; and 
ing the cruſade of 


3oſe, take a ſtrong, full-Nedged,. young 
Sieve, and ne, it in a baſket, or 3 4 
about half a mile from home, and there 
turn it looſe ; having repeated this two or 
three times, then take it two, four, eight, 
ten, or twenty miles, and ſo on, till they 
will return from the, moft remote parts of 
the kingdom. For if they are not prac- 
tifed when young, the beſt of them wilt 
but infecurely, and fland a great 
ance of being loſt ; be careful that the 
Pigeon intended to be ſent with the let- 
ter, is kept in the dark, and without food 
for about ei ght hours before it is let looſe, 
when it will immediately riſe, and turn- 
ing round, as is their cuſtom, will conti- 
Hue on the Wing till it has reached its 
Home. | This being a favourite bird with 
the fancy, our engraver has given a very 
exatt repreſentation of it in the front . 


Nees. 
* + 
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Tux HokSsEMAN. | 
It is a matter of great diſpute, which 
remains undecided amongſt the fancyers, 
whether the horſeman' is an original pi- 
geon, or whether it is not a baſtard ſtrain, 
bred between a tumbler and a carrier, or 
a powter and a carrier, and ſo bred over 
again from a carrier; for it is certain the 
more frequent this is - performed, the 
ſtronger and more graceful the horſeman 
becomes. There is a ſpecies of this ſors 
brought from Scanderoon, famous for 
| the rapidity of their flight, and the vaſt 
_ diſtance they will go; which is the only 
incident that ſeems to ſupport the opinion 
that they are an original ſtrain; but this 
does not obviate the difficulty, for they 
may be bred after the ſame, manner at 
Scanderoon, and ſo imported into Eu- 


4 


1 


\. This bird is in ſhape and make very 
ke the carrier, only leſs, in all its pro- 
perties ; its body is ſmaller, its neck 
ſhorter; neither is there ſo much luxuri- 
ant encruſted fleſh upon the beak and 
round the eye, ſo that the diſtance be- 
tween the wattle and the eye, is; much 
dy "= 5 , 1 . ee, mope 
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more conſpicuous in this pigeon than in 
the carrier. They are alſo more ſubject 
to be barrel- headed and pinch- eyed. This 
ſpecies of the pigeon are decorated with 
a variety of colours; but the moſt diſtin- 
guiſhed, are the blue and blue- pieds, 
which generally prove the beſt breeders, 
Theſe pigeons, & op when young, 
mould be regularly flown twice a day, and 
as they gain ſtrength, ſhould be let looſe, 


and put on the wing, without any others 


in company, and they will fly four or five 
miles diſtance, in a few minutes, ſweep- 
ing over a very large circuit for an hour or 
two ; this the fane 15 term going 
an end: fhis method is of effential fer- 
vice to them, eſpecially whey they are in 
training for the homing uſe. Theſe are 
the fort of pigeons chiefly made uſe of ih 


this country, for the deciffing of bets, ot 
the conveying of letters. The true ge- 
auine Carriers, ate at this time very 
Icarce, and of too great a value to be 
flown, ex6ept the wager is very confider- 
—_— 1 -.: yo ib 
ons 
This pigeon was originally bred be- 
tween a tumbler and a horſeman, and 2 5 
ableſt 


ableſt fancyers are unanimous in theiropi - 


nions, as to its being of a. baſtard ſtrain, : 
and that by frequently matching their | 
breed to the horſeman, they will acquire | 

great ſtrength and agility. This pigeog 


is an excellent breeder, and makes a very 
tender nurſe; for which purpoſe they are. 
frequently kept as feeders, for rearing of 
young powters, Leghorn runts, and ſome 


other pigeons, who, either breed fo faſt, 


that they cannot conveniently give their 
young ones dus attendance, or are deſi. 


tute of that natural fondneſs, whichga 


the characteriſtic of this bird. 


4% 


made pigeon than the horſeman, and is 


{aid to be more rapid in its flight for ten 


or twenty miles; nevertheleſs, if the 
horſewan, be well-bred, it wall, always 
diltagce them at a greater number of 
miles. They thould be flown, and trajn- 
ed whilſt young, in the ſame manner as 
the horſeman. Amongſt the ſeveral re- 
markable inſtances of 17 celerity of the 
flight of this bird, there is one ſupported 
y undeniable teſtimony, of a dragoon, 
at flew from Bury St, Edmonds to 
London, which is ſeventy-ſix miles, in 

two hours and half, 1 
6 4 Fur 


The dragoon. is 2 lighter and fmaller 
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Tus TUMBLER, E 


' This pigeon derives its name, from an 
intuitive prineiple of inſtinct peculiar to 
its ſpecies, which is their extraordinary 
motions as they are riſing in the air, and 
is effected by their turning themſelves 
over backward, much- after_ the ſame 
wy manner that an expert genius in tumbling 
1 performs what is called the back - ſpring · 
1 Some fancyers are of opinion that the ce- 

lebrated almond tumbler cannot perform 

this manceuvre ; but we are affured by a 

country gentleman, who is well verſed int 

the fancy, that they perform this motion 
with as great alertneſs as any other tubs 
ler. Thetumbler is a very ſmall pigeon, 

its body i 1s ſhort, it has a flim Log is 

very full breaſted, with a ſhort round 

head, and ſmall ſpindle beak, and the 

rides of. the eyes ſhould be of a clear 

pearl colour ; indeed, if the 'tumbler is 

without any particular blemiſh, there is 

no difference between it and the almond 
tumbler, except in on plumage.” _ 

. Theſe pigeons by their flight afford 
2 ſatisfaction to the gentleman of the 

ancy in general, for beſides the pleaſure 

they give by their tumbling, they will 

| frequently 
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frequently riſe to ſuch an amazing height 
in the air, as to be almoſt imperceptible 
to the keeneſt eye; and there is one 5 
culiar property belonging to them, that 
is, they will not ramble far like the horſe- 
man, but if good birds, and familiarized 
to each other, will keep ſuch cloſe com- 
pany, that a flight of a dozen may be 
covered wath a large handkerchief, At 
this height, eſpecially if the weather be 
warm and clear, they will continue upou 
the wing for four or five hours upon a 
[ſtretch ; it is reported that ſome well. 
bred pigeons of this ſort have flown for 
nine hours ſucceſſively, when they have 
been yp at their higheſt pitch: the fa- 
vourite ſort ſeldom or never tumble but 
when they are beginning to riſe, or wheg 
they are coming down to pitch, L 
: The Dutch tumbler nearly reſembles 
the Engliſh, only it is larger, with a jol- 
lier head, accompanied with, a circle of 
thin {Fin round the eye, like that of a 
clean dragoon, and is frequently feather- 
legged; the ſkin round the eye gives 
great diſguſt to ſome fancyers. It is 
taken notice of by 3 they are 
apt to tumble immoderately, and to loſe 
groung in flying, by finkivg too low 
5 G - amongſt 


S - 
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amongſt the reſt of the flj ght, which if 


true, is a very great fault, nah ſome 
of the Engliſh breed fall into the ſame 
error; and it muſt be allowed that there' 
are ſome very good of the Dutch breed, 
not at all inferior to the Engliſh, It is 
well known that .the genuine Engliſh 
tumblers, are almoſt always white, blue, 
or black; for which reaſon it is the opi- 
nion of the moſt experienced fancyers, 
that moſt of the valuable feathers bave 
been introduced by a union with' the 
Dutch. This pigeon diſplays in its plu- 
mage, an amiable and charming variety 
of colours, as reds, yellows, duns, blues, 
blacks, whites, filvers, and, in truth, a 
delightful compoſition of all theſe colours 
interſperſed with the white, 
| There is a ſpecies of this pigeon 
known by the name of bald - pated-tumb- 
lers, the plumage of which conſiſts of a 
great variety of colours; they have a 
pearl eye, a clean white head, with a 
White flight and tail, and are reckoned 
very good flyers, When they are aloft 
in the air, in fine clear weather, the con- 
traſt of the feather ſhews if the diſtance 
is not too great, and they make a very 
n 3 ; though the blue 
ones 
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ones have gained the greateſt reputation 
for their lofty flights. There are alſo 
Tome. called black or blue-bearded, that 
is, when either of thoſe colours are or- 
namented with a long daſh. of white, 
reaching from the under jaw and cheek, 
A little way down the throat; when this 
Is well ſhaped, and they run clean i in the 
Might and tail, as above deſcribed in the 
bald. pated lort, they are vary handſome 
birds. 

Me proceed now to give the beſt in- 
ſtructions for raiſing of a flight of tumb- 
lers. Tumblers ſhould be kept i in a loft 
by theankles and not be {uffered to 
have any connection with other pigeons ; 
for if they are once familiarized to fly 
with others, they will by degrees drop 
their flight, when they perceive their 
company ſcaling in the air beneath them ; 
and by this means loſe one of their bel} 
qualities, for which they are ſo remarka- 
ble. Spare no expence in the purchaſe 
of 'one or two birds, that have been uſed 
to high- flying, for they will be of infi- 
nite ſervice in training your young ones 
to, be lofty ſoarers. When the pigeons 


are well acquainted with their habitation, | 


turn thera, loole, and put them upon the 
2 wing 


. 
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wing once a day only, and-that with 
any other company ; a clear grey morning. 
eſpecially for young birds, is the pro- 
pereſt time; when after having exerciſed 
themſelves, and they are coming down, 
ſtrew a little hemp - ſeed, or rape and ca- 
nary, to inveigle them in, and then con- 
fine them forethe reſt of the day. At» 
cording to the obſervations of ſome fat. 
eyers, there are particular times, when & 
tumbler will take a more extraordinary 
flight than uſual, as for example, when 
the fits upon eggs, and a ſhort time aftes 
having fed off the ſoft meat; and als 
though there is nq convincing reafon th 
be aſſigned for this, yet it Has been fe. 
peatedly confirmed by ocular demonſtra · 
tion. When crows, ſwallows, or othed 
birds, are ſeen wantonly ſporting at a 
- vaſt height in the air, is another ting 
when tamblers will make a very extravie - 
«gant flight; both for height and length 
of time; but this may be readily c- 
counted for, there being always at fuch a 
N time ſomething predominant in the 
1 temperament of the air, agreeable to the 
f. genius of thoſe birds, that take pleafure 
1 in the upper regions of the atmoſphere. 
The fancyer ſhould never let looſe Hit 
Eq tumblers. 
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l a miſty. morning, or when 
there appears the leaſt figns of a riſing. 
fog, for by theſe means they are deprived- 
* the fight of their habitation, and many 
a. good flight broke and loſt. High 


winds are allo very detrimental to a flight 


of pigeons, by forcing them too far from 
- bome, and cauſing them to ſtày out all 
vicht, ſo that if they arę not quite loſt, 
they are expoled to various accidents, - 
particularly to the claws. of the cats. It 
ſhould be a ſtanding rule never to turn 
out a hen tumbler. when ſhe is. with egg, 
ſhe being generally ſick at that time, and 
2 unfit to fly, ſo that ſhe may drop 

egg by her long flight, to. he g's 
1 of hs Rock. 
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me bird io by fa called the ermine 
„though it is generally known, 
and called by the mame of the almend 


tumbler, — for what reaſon the oldeſt. 


and moſ experienced fancyers are entire- 
Iẽ at a loſs to explain. It is a very beau- 


tiful and valuable ſpecies, and derived 
| G * 118 
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its origin from the common tumblers, 
(which it ſo nearly reſembles in ſhape and 
make, as to render any defctiption un- 
neceſſary) by being judicioufly matched 
ſo as to fort the feather, to wit, yellows, 
duns, whites, blacks, black-grizzled, 
black-ſplaſhed, &c. but as S require 
a length of time, they are not attainable 
without patience and perſeverance ; hows 
ever, when they are b t to a tolera« 
ble degree of perfection, they are eſteem- 
ed by ſome as the greateft curiofſty in ths 
whole fancy of pigeons. Though the 
ancient fancyers have with one conſent 
given the title of king of the pigeons tu 
the carrier, yet ſo — 1 a faveurite is the 
almond-tumbler _- the modern fan- 
cyers, than many of them are for tranf. 
ferring the title to the ſat er, on account | 
of the fuperior beauty of us plumagey 

it muſt indeed be acknowledged that there 
is no compariſon between the plumage 
of the two birds; but at the ſame time 


we beg leave to remind thoſe g nen 
who are fo very fanguine in therr opinion 


of this bird, that the true p 
rier, did not obtain the fi 


e altogether 
n 


e Care | 


| for the more they ate variegate 
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its untoramon ſagacity, with which it is. 
endowed. _ 

As it requires a good 3 _ 
nice obſervation: to be acquainted with, 
the qualities and perfections of this ſpe- 
cies, ſo it muſt be acknowtedged that 
they lie under ſome diſadvantage, in not 
having their properties well underſtood 
- by the fancy in general, for their charms. 
ing variety of feather makes them ex- 
ceed (in the opinion of fome of the ableſt 
fancyers) every other fancy of the pigeon 
tribe. Some of theſe birds are ſo mag - 
nificently elegant in their plumage, thas 
the ramp, pit back and flight, have. 
| beer compared to a bed of the Eneſt an 

beſt broken tulips that the amagination! 
can Conceive, or to à piece of the beſt 


and higheſt poliſhed 8 Fun: 
— 


ht and tail. eſpecially if the 
ee the greater is the v 7 = 
rg them; far thoſe of a fine 


brigh# 
2 ground have always the pre 
of all other colours, it 


colour the hardeſt to acquite, 
may breed twenty that are li _— 


* 
for you 
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grounded ones are for the moſt part 
wanting in yellow, both in the tait and 
the flight, which of courſe decreafes the 
value of the bird; but a tail with a mix- 
tare of good black in it is not defpifable. 
To be complete in feather, the rump, 
back, and breaſt muſt be variegated, and- 
the flight not barred, There are ſome 
of thefe pigeons, that are variouſly and; 
curiouſly intermixed with the three co- 
lours only, that compoſe the ermine or 
almond, as yellow, white and black, but 
theſe are very fcarce. The almond-tumb- 
ler never arrives at. its full beauty of fea- 
ther, till it has monlted ſeveral times, 
and what is remarkable it increaſes in 
beauty every year; but in the decline of 
life, when it is very old, changes to a 
mottled, ſplaſhed, or ſome other colour. 
Some fancyers adviſe the matching of a 
yellow, a fplaſhed, or black grizzle, with 
an almond, and by that means lay a good, 
foundation to heighten the Aidan 3 


thoſe of a black tolour bred from al- 
monds, are generally better haped in 
the beak and head, than the almonds 
. themſelves, and the tail and flight have 
frequently a ſtrong glow of yellow; this 
colour matched to an almond, promiſes 


i 
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to produce a fine bird. They often breed 
a pale yellow, or buff, and this colour is 
very proper to match with fuch as are to6 
7 en let it be remembered 
that the leſs aſh or blue they have, the 
better, for ſometimes a fight mixture of 
theſe colours will ſhew, even when they 
have been carefully and well bred. There 
are ſome that are an- coloured. but theſd: | 
are lightly eſteemed, 
The properties of the vellew i | 
black mottled tumblers, ſhould coincide 
with thoſe of the almond-tumbler, the 
| excepted; the former of theſs 
traſt Have. a yellow ground, and a — Ele. 
mae with whits, wich , yelto A 


tro , its body alſo mottled with white, 
together with a black flight and tail 
Both of theſe two laſt deſcribed Fancies, 
make exceeding 
alto very ufeful, eſpecially when they 
agree in their other properties, to o. 
fronally intermix with the almond. Seve. 
tal faricyers, after rejecting the foul-feks 
thered birds of this ſpecies] and judiel! 
— 1 the beſt coloured ones t6- 


„ have brought chem to a great. 
— 'of Perfection, and have been dr 


and flight ; the latter muſt have a black 3 


birds, and are SS 


< 
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well ſatisfied for their labours, as to con- 
tinue no other but the breed of the al- 
mond-tumbler, to the excluſion of all 
the other fancy birds. Indeed, the ele- 
gant plumage of ſome of thele birds baf- 
Hes all deſcri ption, ? and nothing but the 
eye, or the pencil of an ingenious painter, 
can do juſtice to their beauty. ¶ This beau- 
tiful little bird, is finely depicted in the 
copper - plate annexed to this work. _ 
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Tu LO HORN RuNt. 


This is a noble large full. bodied pi- 
eon, it is cloſe feathered, ſhort in the 
back, very broad · cheſted, and frequent 
| ly meaſures ſeven inches and a quattet in 
the length of its legs; when it walks, it 
carries its tail raiſed up in the nature of 
a duck's, but hangs it down when he 
plays. It is gooſe-headed and hollow- 
eyed, with a. longer neck than any other 
pigeon, which it carries bending after. 
the manner of a gooſe; the eye is encir- 
cled with. a thin ſkin broader than that of 
the Dutch tumbler, the , beak is Mas 
ſhort, with a ſmall wattle over its noftril, 
and the upper chap. projects a little oyer. 
Mc waſtes Pf fb in Pu T4 math 
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The Leghorn runt is a much hardier 


bird, than many fancyers imagine, and 


breeds tolerably well, but they are bad 


nurſes, and ought not to be ſuffered io 


bring up their own Hun ones; there- 
fore it is proper to ſhift their eggs under 


a dragoon, or ſome other tender nurſe, 
in the ſame manner as directed for the 
powter, being careful to give them a 


young one of ſome ſort to take off their 


ſoft meat, and by this method they will 


ſucceed very well. The genuine breed 


is at preſent very ſcarce in this country, 
and what is remarkable of all the diffe- 
rent ſpecies of runts, is, that they in- 
creaſe in ſize, till they are three years 
old. The matching of them with the 
Spaniſh runt greatly improves the ſize of 
the breed, and makes them increaſe the 


faſter ; ſome of this ſort when brought 


to table have appeared as large as a pul- 
let; and à certain veteran fancyer of cre» 
dit has aſſured us, that he killed a hen 


2 


of the Leghorn breed, that weighed - 


two pounds eight ounces avoirdupoiſe 


1 


Sto thei r plumage, they are frequents 


ly of 4 grizzled colour, ermined round 
the | neck > but thoſe moſt eſteemed | — I 
K , 3 5 8 8 L 2 eit a 
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either red, white, or black · motiledi 
This ſpecies of the runt, is of greater va- 
Ine than any other kind of runts, though 
there is a material difference in them, 
ſome of them being very indifferent birds. 8 
h natives of Tn, It was ori- 
gin: y bred at Piſa, a tity of Tuſcany, 
Chick is fituated ten miles north. of Leg- 
hora, with which it has a commu» 
nication by a canal, cut for the conve- 
niency of trade, and for. the draining of 

the marſhes; and from this laſt City un. 
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This pigeon came originally from Þ 
fex-pont town of Spain, hence Be the name 
paniſh runt; it is a ſhort thick legged, 
ea y fleſhed, looſe icathared bird, with 
à remarkable long ; ſome them - 
meaſuring twenty _— inches i in length; 
From the » Cos obs beak, to the extreme 
end of the tail, and it does not carry it- 

elf fo upright as the Leghorn runt. The 
feathers of this are ſo uncertain, and of 
ſuch a variety of colours, that a judg- 


ment net be formed db forty he 


colour, though ſome of the beſt are re- 
ported to be of a blood-red, or mottled _ 
colour, This bird being ſo very ſhort- 
is the cauſe of its breaking its 
eggs, * its ſittin ting too heavy on them in 

the neſt : to remedy this misfortune, ſome 

a pair of neat chalk or ivory eggs into 
the neſt, and by that means prevent the 
bird's ſitting too heavy on the real eggs; 
others treat them in the ſame manner as 
a do the Leghorn runt, —_ de- 
ICri * 


There is a long-leg igeon, 
which nearly reſembles 2 runt, 
and is ſaid to be brought from their ſet- 

tlements in the Weſt - Indies. 


Tux RunT 0s FRIESLAND. 
This bird is a native of the United 
Province of Frieſland ; it is ſomewhat. 
larger than a middle Gzed runt, its fea | 
thers are all inverted, and ſtand the 
wrong way; if this pigeon has its fans 
cyers, it muſt be becauſe it is uncommon 
and diſguſtful, for the bird pro makes 
a frig appearance; they are at pre- 


ſent very ſcarce in this country. There 
| 4 H are 
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are. ſeveral other kind of runts, as the 
feather-footed runt of Smyrna: it is a 
middle fized pigeon, with ſo many fea- 
thers ſprouting from the outſide of its 


feet, as to have-the appearance of ſmall 
wings; ſome of theſe feathers meaſure 


four inches and a half in length, for this 


_ reaſon theſe birds ought: to be kept very 


dry and clean, or theſe long feathers on 


the feet occaſion their dragging their 
eggs or young ones out of their neſt. 


There is the large Roman runt, which is 
ſo big and unwieldy it can fcarcely fly,; 


' alſo the common domeſtic runts, which 


always compoſe that medley of pigeons, 
kept on purpole for the table, and are ſo 
very common-1n--tnn-yards and other 
places, as to need no deſcription : theſe 
laſt ſort are good feeders, and make very 


| uſeful nurſes for. the beter ſort of Pi- 
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This pigeon is nearly as big as a mich 
dle- ſized runt, and very like it in ſhape 
and make; its legs and feet are covered: 
with feathers; the crown of its head is 
very round, like that of the finnikin and 


nun, 


nun, only it is 1 oe the abs; the 
head is, the more it is eſteemed, as being 
uſually more metodious; it is in gene- 
ral - pearl- eyed, and black - mottled as to 


its feather; but tlie ſureſt mark to dif. 


tiriguiſh a good trumpeter, is the tuft of 
feathers which ſprouts from the root of 
the beak, and the larger this tuft grows, 
the greater is the value ſet upon the bird. 
The more ſalacious it is the more it will 
trumpet: it derives its name krom its 
imitating the ſound of a trumpet after 
playing, which it always daes in the 
ſpring of the year, when that genial ſeas | 
fon returns, which gives as it were new - 
life and vigour to the whole creation ; 
thoſe who are fond of hearing it trumpet 
at other times, feed it very high with 
hemp-ſeed, which makes them lecher- 
ous, and always: has the defired effect. 
This bird and the enſuing; ſpecies of | 
pigeons, : are by the * 0 the 
_— denominated 5 80 1% 
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From whenee' this pigeon drives . 
1 is. uncertain, but it was firſt im- 
| / © n_— 
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ut has its mamne from a ſpot quſt- above its 

denk, upon the top of its bead: the tail 
— Geathers are or the moſt part of the ſame 
 <dlour with the ſpot, but the body is ge- 
netally all white. The tail and ſpot an 
fome -ofttheſe birds are either yellow, ved, 
 oriblack ; there are ſome ihne, hut chaſe 
are rare; they make an exreedwy pretty 


fly, and what is remarkable in this pe- 
tres ãs, that they dbvays me er their young 
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This pigenn sn mativeof Baldfijnedd 
Afia, andwusd bt:into byahe 
Thips which trale to and from Turkey. 
Fhis-bdirbinſbape antl make very much. 
reſembles a middle fed runt ; ats lu 
mage is generally red-mottled, but ſome- 
times it is blue; and it hm a very bright 
elear pearl eye, inclining to a white. 
When the cock fecks for and begins to 


lack the hen, he has a kind-ofiroeugh woo, 


like the bubling of water poured from a 


eee -B9 

jug, and then makes a rattling noiſe, 

very much like a gentle convulſive laugh, 
and from this the bird derives its name, 


Y ien, : bi 
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This is a ſmall pigeon, and from the 
pleaſing contraſt in its feathers, greatly 
attras the notice of the beholder ; the 
plumage is ſo remarkable that its head - 
is almoſt covered with a veil of ' feathers, 
which gives it the name of the nun. Its 
body is chiefly all white, its head, tail, 
and the fix flight feathers of its wings 
- ſhould be entirely red, yellow, or 
black; that is, when its head is red, its 
flight and tail fhould be red alſo, and 
when its head is yellow, its flight and 
tail ſhould be yellow; and when its head 
is black, its flight and tail ſhould alſo be 
of the ſame colour; and agreeable to this 


they are called either red-headed, yellow- > 


_ headed, ' or black-headed nuns,” and 
- whenever the colour of the feathers dif- 
fers from theſe rules, they are termed foul; 

for example, ſhould a red-headed bird 
have a black, or any different colour in 

its head, except red, it would be termed 


Po 
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-foul-headed;; or a: white feather in its 
flight, it is then - faul-flighted;; and in 
like manner with the zyellow and:\hlack- 
headed ones : it is to be obſerved that the 
beſt of them have frequently a few foul} 
- Feathers, but when this happens in the 
leaſt degree, it "decreaſes their value, 
though they often rear as tpure feathered 
birds. as hate that are: perfect. The 
nun ſhould have a pearl eye, with a ſmall 
beak and heady its head ſhould be cover- 
ed with a hood of white feathers, riung 
from the back part of the head, and the 
larger this tuft or hoed is, the han- 
; Aa the r 
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arger than 
the nun; the head, tail, and flight fea- 
tmhers of the wings, for the moſt part, 
preſerve a uniformity of colour, either 
E yellow, red, blue, or- black, but all: the 
© +, reſt of its body is generally uchite, ſo. that 

the moſt material difference between it 
and the nun is, the former has no hood 

on the back Part al che head, and is 
frequently 


This pigeon is ſomethin ng 4 


1 ths: Forndines 


es) 
ame of helmetsffrom itheir heads being 
. arnamented with a tuft of fine ſoſt faa- 


_thers, Which are: abeays effa different. do- 


daur/ from the body, ant from its int 


reſemblance t het, ancient piece of. ar- 
maur nnn u . on 


ee 
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Tux JacopinE . 


Thie pigeen is uſually.called:for Bor- 
-neſs, the jack ; it is a very pretty bird;. 


exceeding erde, the genuine breed being 
greatly degenerated by an wpritdent we- 
thod of infermixing:them with thei naff,, 
with a view..of improving the chain by 
the length of the ruff's. —— 


this ill. jadged practice, cherchsin / is graat- 


much flimſer in its hood aud chain, with. 
-an-additional length of beak'; in a, oö, 


44t is worlted.:1 in all its originaßpraper- 
| tes: fer . the; xeal jack, is ene of che 
- Galleſt pig Ons, the oleſs they are, 


| the more t T4 arecvalued:21it has a range. 
| ot . * 


DEE. 
They receive: the 


dut very — — this ſpeeies are 


y detrimentad: the birdſ bred larger, is 
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its head, which turns towards the neck, 
like the cap or cowl of a monk, rom 


hence this bird derives its name of 

bine, or capper, as ſome call it; the . 
ligious of that order wearing -cowls or 
caps, joined to their garments for the co- 
vering of their bald pates. Therefore 
the upper part of this feathered covering 
is called. the hood, and the more com- 
pact and cloſe this feathered ornament 
grows to the head of the bird, ſo much 
the more does it enhance its value 


. amongſt the curious: The Dutch ſtile 


the lower part of this range of feathers, 
the cravat, but with us it is called the 
chain. The feathers which compoſe this 
chain ſhould be long and thick, ſo that 
by laying hold of the bill, and giving the 
neck a gentle ſtretch, the two fides ſhould 
lap over each other, as has been often ex- 
perienced in ſome of the beſt birds of 
this ſpecies; but real good ones are very 
- ſcarce in this countfy. Though this 
breed has been much neglected with us, 
our neighbours the Dutch and French 
breed them to great perfection. A few 
ſummers ago; an eminent fancyer and 
great naturaliſt, purchaſed fix pair of theſe 
Pigeons at 9 and ä 
n m 
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them over to England, with a view-of 
eſtabliſhing the true original breed in his 
- native country, but bis deſign was un» 
fortunately fruſtrated by a mercileſs cat, 
who accidentally got into the loft where 
they were kept, and deſtroyed. them all, 
to the great xegret of all thoſe who are 
curious in the fancy, as they are by far 
the prettieſt pigeon of the te 3 . 


Ihe real jacahine is paſſeſſed of a ve 
ſmall hea prin a ſhort ſpindle beak, an 


clear pearl eye, and the leſs theſe pro- 


perties are the better. As to its plumage, 
there are xeds, mottled, blues 


_ and blacks; though the yellow coloured 


birds always: Claim the precedence, 2 


of whatever eglour , they prove go be, 


they muſt always aps thy tail ang 
Might, r white bead , the legs \ 
and fart af ſome of theſe bins are cu 
ed with feathers, Others are naked and 


tion, as each ſort has its admirerg. , 
Dealers in pigeans, like dealers ip 
horſas, praiſe various atts to take in 


 thejunwary, and impaſe upon the credy- 


lity of che deſs hu] ing; aud they have 
a method of ;artifigially' raiſing the chain 
an hood. of eee — 
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term coaxing it; this they 0 by clip- 
ing the feathers at the Rinder part of 
the head and neck, and conſtantly ſtrokx- 
ins the chain and bod towards the bead; 
belides, when they find it neceſſary, they 
cut out a ſmall piece of ſkin from b 
tween the cheſt and the throat, and im- 
mediately ſtitch it up again, by which © 
means: the chain becomes cloſer, and 
ſuch adepts ate ſome of the dealers in 


this art, as to make an indifferent bird 


fetch a e . | 
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ape and make, between the zehn 
and this bird, that the latter has been 
frequently ſold for the former, but the 
Tuff has à longer Beak, and larger head, 
it is allo rather a larger pigeon; ; the indes 
of its eyes are in Pre of a Tae inn 
others of à pearl colour the chain does 
not flow fo near to the ſhoulders of its 
wings, "though both the hood and chain 
are longer, but are nothing near ſo cloſe 
and compact. as the others, and are eaſily 
Wal vitheverypuf of wind; ; they likes 


wiſe 


— 


— 
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- wiſe fall n more backward off the head, in 
a mpled. diſcompoſed form, and fro 
iß the pigeon receives, its name. The 
plumage of this bird is alſo. ſo fimilar 
with, that of the jack, that it is. not at all 
ſurpyi zing, that thoſe who were not well 
acquainted with the properties of the ge- 
tune jack, ſhould be put off with a'ruff 
in its place; but the above deſcription 
| ſufficiently diſtinguiſhes the two birds, - 
and the reader, by paying a proper atten- 
tion to it, may eaſily diſcover the decep- 
tion, and prevent, his' being boa 
upon, 


— 


1 


1 4 
"Tas Tonsiz. 
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This pigeon is by ſome ſuppoſed. to 
Aue its name from a corruption of the 
word cortbeck, or curtbeke, as it is 
called by the Dutch, which word ſeems 
to be originally derived from the'French, 
court-bec,” and bögnifies a ſhort bill, for 
which this pigeon is remarkable. It is a 
ſmall Pigeon, very little bigger than a 
Jacobine ; it has a round button head, 
and the ſhorter the beak is the better; it 
has a tuft of feathers growing from the 


breaſt, 
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breaſt, which opens and ſpreads both ways 
ſprouting out like the chitterlin of a 
ſhirt : e pure, it has alſo © 
—— _ gullet which agaches from the beak to the 
3 2 E bird is admired according to 


xe largeneſs of its purle. As to the 
Rr e, there are yellows, duns, reds, 
lues, A A and ſome that are che - 
quered ; the back of its wings and the 
* tail ſhould be of one entire colour, the 
- _ -. yellow and fed coloured ones excepted, 
: whole tails muſt be white; and there 
ought to be bars of black acroſs the wings 
of the blue coloured ones ; but the rel | 
of the body and the flight feathers ought 
to be white, and the fancyers term them 
yellow-ſhouldered, red-ſhouldered, blue- 
ſhouldered turbits, &c. agreeable to the 
colour they are of. They are very gen- 
teel, airy pigeons, and make very good 
flyers, it properly. trained when young. 
A veteran fancyer of ſome note has in- 
formed us, that he trained a flight of 
thefe birds, which for their lofty ſoaring, 
ſeemed to difpute the palm with his 


* - 


tumblers. There are ſome of this ſpe- 
cies which are of one uniform colour, 
| being all black, blue, or white, 1 ** 

20 * ave 


a, 


5 Bare frequently beep miſtaken and fold 


te Owl, and PRI 


2 0 


kor owls. 
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bis bird has a mild, pleafant, bana, 


being aſpect, is rather leſs than a jacg 
bine, with a gravel-eye, and a very ſhort 


booked beak, much reſembling that of 
an owl, and from this the bird deriyes its 


game; The purle in 111 bird is rather - 
= 


larger, and opens and expands it 

more like a roſe, than that of the turbits ; 
but in every other reſpełt, both in ſhape, 
make, and plumage, this bird is ſo very 
Uke the turbit, the beak excepted, as to 


render any further deſcription; needleſs. 


Particular care, ought to be taken, that 


the breeding places where theſe birds fit, 


are made dark and private, for they ate 
naturally ſo very wild and timid, that the 
leaſt noiſe affrights them, and when diſ- 


turbed will fly off their eggs. This bird 
ſeems to diſpute the Ree} in Hoh. of 


nw with, the Jack. 


> © GY 


1 — 
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Tar Fare 125 Bangs | 
This! bird, like the jacobine, receives 


- 


its name from another order of bare- 


HR” | beaded. 


- 


S8 Cour LTT Picton Fancyrs, 
headed monaſties : it has a longer beak 
than the jack, and is ſomewhat larger in 
its body; it has no chain, but a very 
pretty hood, and is in plumage and other 
properties the ſame as the jack. Some 
ancyers poſitively aſſert it to be a diſtin 
ſpecies, others again as confidently affirm 
it to be a baſtard-breed, between a: jaco· 
bine and ſome other pigeon ; however it 
is beyond a doubt, that a jack and ano- 


ther pigeon will breed a bird ſo exactly . 


nimilar to it, as will greatly embarraſs the 
fancyers of this firſt perſuaſion to diſtin» 
guiſh between it, and what they term 
their ſeparate ſpecies. Though all the 
pigeons of the toy kind have their reſ- 
pective admirers ; the capuckin is but 
lightly eſteemed by the fancy in gene- 
ral. | N C244 | F . 


n K . 4 
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5. THz Finn1xIN. | 
This pigeon in make, ſhape and fi ze, 
differs very little from the common runt ; 
the crown of its head is formed very like 
the head of a fnake, it has a gravel-eye, 
with a tuft of feathers growing on the 
Back part of its crown; which falls down 
its neck, hanging like a horſe's mane ; 
it has a Clean leg and foot, and its plu- 
| | | mage 


* 


| The Turner, and Broad Tailed Shaker. gg 
mage is always blue or black pied. This 
- Pigeon, when wanton, is addicted to very 
odd antics, it firſt! riſes over its hen, 
ſpreading and flapping its wings, and 
turns round three or four times ; it then 
reverſes, and turns as many times the con- 
trary ways Many fancyers are prejudiced 
againſt this ſort for their whimſical geſ- 
tures, as being apt to teach their other 
| rains ill habits, and making a hen to 
ſquat by theſe whimſies ; but in truth, 
they are no more dangerous in this re- 
pet than any other pigeon, when the 


lecherous fit is on it. 


* * 


3 EI „ Tax 8 TY £ 

This pigeon is in ſo many re like 
the-finnikin, that very . eee. 
to be ſaid about it, than to point out the 
difference between them; it is not ſnake - 
headed, and the tuft on the back part of 
the crown is wanting; and when the 
wanton fit is on it, and it plays to the 
| female, it turns only one way, whereas 

the finnikin turns both. 


* — _ 1 
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This pigeon, eſpecially when Jluſtful * - 
has à frequent tremulous motion, or 


le - thaking 
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ſhaking in the neck, which joined. to the 
att of its tail when ſpread, gives the 
bird the name of | broad-tailed ſhaker, 
This bird is poſſeſſed of a long, taper, 
| handſome neck, which it erects in a ſer- 
pentine form, rather leaning towards its 
back, ſomewhat like the neck of a ſwan; 
it has a very ſhort beak, and is exceed- 
ingly full breaſted, with a tail compoſed 
of a vaſt number of feathers; very ſeldom 
leſs than four and twenty, and never ex- 
ceeding fix and thirty, which it. ſpreads 


in a very ſtriking manner, like the tail of 


a turkey cock, and raiſes it up to ſuch a 
degree, that the tail appears joined to 
the head, in the nature of a ſquirrel's, 
aud from hence ſome fancyers give them 
the name of fan- tails; but when it is ſo 
crowded with Feathers, it occaſions it 
frequently to droop its tail, and hinders 
it from throwing it up to meet its head, 
which is fo great an imperfection in che 
opinion of the fancy, as never to be over- 
looked, be all the other properties of the 
bird ever ſo perfect; though a very large 
tailed bird of this ſpecies, which carries 
its tail according to the rules of the fancy, 
15 a great ee and of great value: 
n ee 87 e | 
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Though the general colour of its plu- 
mage is entirely white, there are yellow, 
red, blue and black-pieds, and ſome-all 
blue ; but the whites are the favourite 
birds, as they have by far the noble 
carriage, both in their tail .and head. 
There is another kind of broad-tailed 
| ſhakers, which differ in nothing from the 
above-deſcribed bird, the neck excepted, 
which is ſhorter and thicker; but the 
ſhaker with the longeſt neck'is by far the 
handfomeſt and moſt valuable bird. 


Tux Naxrow-Tailtd SHAKER, 
Fancyers are divided in their opinions 


_ Concerning this pigeon, ſome ſay it is a 


diſtinct ſpecies, others that it is only a 
baſtard ſtrain between the broad-tailed 
ſhaker and fome other pigeon; its back 
is longer, and its neck ſhorter and thicker 
than that of the laſt deſcribed bird: it 
has alſo a leſs number of feathers in its 
tail, which it does not ſpread out ſo 
much as the other does, but lets them 
fall as it were double, the one ſide fold- 
ing over the other, in the nature of a fan 
when three parts opened, and is very apt 
to fall into the fault of letting its tail 
droop very much. lu regard to the co- 
Es I 3  "— 
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lour of its plumage, it is uſually white, 
though like the broad-tailed ſhaker there 
are ſome of various colours; and a cer- 
tain fancyer of diſtindtion had amongſt 


bis collection ſome almond of this ſort, 
but that is a great rarity. 


— — 


Tur ee Pixon, or BARB. 

Ibis pigeon is originally a native of 
Barbary i in Africa, and receives its names 
from. the country from whence it came, 
but the name is contracted, and it is now 
called by no other name than the barb. 
This bird is in fize rather larger than a 
| Jacobine, it has a ſhort thick beak like a 
bull-finch, encruſted with a ſmall = 
and a naked circle of a thick ſpungy red 
fkin round about its eyes, like that of the 
carrier; when the feathers of the pinion 
are inclinable to a dark colour, theirides of 
its eyes are of a. pearl colour, but when the 
pinion feathers are white, the irides are red, 
as is obſervable in ſome other birds; the 
redder in colour, and the wider the cir- 
. Cle of tuberous fleſh round the eye ſpreads, 
the greater is the value ſet upon the bird, 
though this circle is very narrow at firſt, 
and does not arrive at its full till the 


- . % * ; - o - - 
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bird is four years old. Some of this f 
cies are ornamented with a pretty tuft of | 
feathers, ſprouting from the back part of 
the crown of its head, reſembling that of - 
'the finnikin, but others there are without 
any. The plumage of the original barb, 
is either dun or black, for though there 
are pieds of both theſe colours, fancyers 

in general ſet but little ſtore by them, as 
they are ſuppoſed to be bred from a barb | 
and a mahomet. A certain learned orni- 
thologiſt in his deſcription of this pigeon, 
has fallen into a great miſtake, where he 
{ſuppoſes the tuberous. fleſh to be of a 
white colour in ſome of this ſpecies, which 
it never is; but when the bird is not well, 
it will indeed turn paler; yet upon its 


recovery, this luxuriant Heſh always re- ws 


alumes 1 its natural redneſs. a 


— tt * 4 


Tue Manor. | 
A late celebrated fancyer of good r re- 
pute, uſed to affirm, that this pigeon is 
- in reality only a white barb, which colour 
gave the red tuberous circle round its 
eyes a very fine effect; but ſome modern 
fancyers give a different account, and de- 
{cribe the bird] in the following manner. 
N 4 79 Ko 55 
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The pigeon, named Mahomet, is of a © 


ne cream coleur, with black bars acroſs 
its wings ; its feathers are very remarka- 
ble, for though the outfide, or ſurface of 
them, is of a cream, yet the underſide, 
or that part next the body is of a dark _ 
ſootty colour, as is alſo its ſkin and flue 
feathers, which is peculiar to this pigeon; 
it is about the ſize of a turbit, and in- 
ſtead of a frill, has a fine gullet, with a 
handſome ſeam of feathers; it has a thick, 
ſhort made head, with an orange colour- 
ed eye, encompaſſed with a ſmall naked 
— 2 of black fleſh; its beak has a ſmall 
black wattle on it, and is ſhort and thick, 
like that of the bull-finch. Some are of 
opinion that this bird is of a mixed ſtrain, 
between a turbit and ſome other pigeon; 
All that remains to be added reſpect- 
ing this pigeon, is to lay before our rea- 
ders the general received opinion, from 
whence this bird takes its name. Ma- 
homet, the prophetic impoſtor, and firſt 
propagator of the Turkiſh perſuaſion, and 
author of the Alcoran, or book of laws 
by which it is governed, is reported by 
ſeveral authors, and amongft thofe ſome 
.. of undeniable veracity, mer +a Scali- 
ger, and Sionita, to have made uſe of 
the following artful ſtratagem, to deceive 


the 


The Mabomet.. og 


the credulous and Uchte Arabians 
into a belief that he had frequent confe · 
rences with the Holy Spitit, and receiv- 
ed from him his miſſion as a prophet, and 
the new doctrines he was about to propa- 
gate. This piece of deceit, though prace 
tiſed with too much ſucceſs, he carried on 
m the following manner, which joined to 
the victories he obtained, made his reli- 
gion be embraced by all ranks of people; 
for Mahometaniſm though begun in 
deception, was eſtabliſhed by the ſword. 
Ile procured a beautiful young pigeon, of 
this ſpecies we have deſcribed, which 
from 1 extraordinary whitenefs of its 
plumage, was no degrading ſymbol of 
Purity and the celeſtial dove. This bird _ 
be Nee up by hand, making it ſo 
very tame and familiar, that he taught it 
to take its food out of his ear, which 
might eaſily be brought to paſs, eſpe- 
cially if he uſed to put hemp or rape ſeed 
in his ear, which all pigeons are immo- 
derately fond of, till at length the pigeon 
frequently flew upon his ſhoulder, put- 
ting its beak into his ear in ſearch of its 
food. This bird he ſhamefully impoſed 
upon the Arabians to be the vifible ap - 
pearance of the Holy Ghoſt, whiſpering 
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the dictates of the Almighty, and teach- 
ing him the precepts of his new law, and 
. from hence this bird receives the name 
of Mahomet, but it is frequently, though 
corruptly, called mawFmet. . 


- 
—— 


ES TRE Lacs Picton. 
-* This ſpecies of the pigeon is in great 
plenty in ſome parts of Holland, where. 
it was originally bred, though at preſent _ 
very ſcarce in this country: it is about 
the ſize of a common runt, and not un- 
like it in make and ſhape, bat the colour 
of its plumage is always white ; it differs 
in the make of its feathers from all other 
pigeons, whole plumage is compoſed of 
a cloſe ſmooth feather; but the web or 
fibres of the feather in this bird, appear 
quite unconnected with each other, and 
as it were diſunited throughout its whole 
_ plumage, in ſhort, the make of its fea- 
cher is very peculiar, and gives the bird 
a pretty though ſingular appearance, and 
from hence it derives its name of lace- 


„„ : Tun ne e 
This pigeon, like that laſt deſcribed, is 
remarkable only for the peculiar turn of 
; 8 ©: "ood 
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5 a feathers, all of which look as if 
j, 6 had been diftinQly and purpoſely 

d at the end with a ſmall round 
| pointed inftrument, after ſuch a manner 
as to make a ſmall hollowineach of them; 
or as if the bird had been under the hands 
of ſome of our modern hair dreſſers, and 
had its plumage frizzed and curled at the 
ends, It is in fize leſs than the common 
runt, though very much like it in ſhape, * 
* its 3 is always white, Yo 
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. This pigeon in ſhape, make, nd dis 
_ . verſity of plumage, nearly reſembles the 
tumbler, the fize excepted, it being a 
much larger bird. The ſmiter is ſuppoſed 
to be the ſame ſpecies that the Dutch call 
the drager; when it flies i it has a peculiar 
tremulous motion with its wings, and 
commonly riſes in a circular manner, the 
male for the generality, flying much 
higher than the female, and though it 
does not tumble, it has a particular man- 
ner of falling and flabbing its wings, with 
which it makes ſo loud a noiſe as to be 
heard at a great diſtance, which is fre- 
quently the cauſe of its ſhattering . or 

breaking its — feathers. 


Ta 
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This beautiful little pigeon is a native 
of Pekin in China, and was imported into 
Europe in ſome of the companies ſhips; ie 
is only to be ſeen in the collections of the. 
rich and curious, who have always large 
cages, or a diſtinct aviary built on par. 
| Hole for them. It is a very ſcarce and 

r bird, and in our opinion one of the 
greateſt . of the pigeon kind, 
therefore for the ſatisfaction of our read. 
ers, we ſhall give. a nen e 
tion of it. 

This pigeon in ſize is rather leſs than 


: fy the common ſwallow; the ſides of wg 


head are yellow, but the top and tho 
fpace round the eyes are of an aſh- colour; 
it has a blueiſh aſh-coloured beak, and 
the irides of its eyes are of a fine white : the 
extreme feathers on each fide the head 
and neck are red, and there are blue fea - 
thers about the rife of the wings; The 
bind part of the neck-and back are browng. 
and the extremities of the feathers black; 
thoſe on the ſhoulders are lighter, and 
"variegated at the ends with black and, 
white. The firſt and laſt covert feathers 


412 * | ; are 


_ edges; the long feathers of the wings are 
| black, the edges of which are tix pped with 
White; and the belly and breaff are of a 
lovely P: 


BY feet ns red, and the claws black. 


4 Hing given 2 wh Bell defini tion of 


4; Rule fo. be ee in ai 55 6 


all the fancy birds, and alſo of thote 1 


toys, that are Þred or kept in this king- 


dom, we ſhall next proceed to give every 


Sther neceſſary piece of information, .as 


may tend to illuſtrate this fubject, and 
Hep the, wiſhes of the 88 in the 


1 of pigeons. As it is a matter of 

ſome difficulty to form a right judgment 
- whether'a pigeon be à cotk or a hen, for 
in this particular-ſome-of the ableſt and 


hell, fancyers have. erred : in order there- 
0 


reto clear up this point, we have drawn 


the following rules; a proper obſer- 
ef which; joined to à little expe- 


rience, will ſoon tables: the young fan- 


nnen adept! in this e 


„b 0 i ie 


An . K Thu 1. The 
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Ae Black: but are white on their external f 


ly pale roſe colour. The tail, which 
 B'compofed of twelve feathers; is à mix: 
take of duſky and bright; the 15 2 


— 
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1. The cock has always a longer and | 
outer breaſt-bone than the hen. 
2. His head and cheeks are broader 
and fuller, and he has a bolder look. than 
te hen, 

g. The vent jo the hen,” and the bone 


near the vent, is always more o 
in the cock. ray pen than 


4, In young pigeons, that which fonts 
Jonge ſt in the neſt, generally proves to 
de n ben i Auers! ere are two in the 


neſt, the largeR uſually « turns 5 to be a 
Fock. 


5. The coo of the cock is ] 
great deal louder and more 
than the hen's, and the'cock ofter 
a half round in his playing, ich he the 
Hen ſeldom does, though a warm 13 
hen will ſometimes ſhew, and play very - 
like a cock, and when lecherous wi 


even bas, 10 tread another * 


trations for Nang, or matching the | 


Pigeons. N 0 


It has already been obſerved, that Ne 
13 are very eonſtant, ſeldom or — 3 
uing for a divoree, When once rated: to 
each „ except - in times of hag 


neſs, Jeath, os at ; yet STAY l 
times attended with 8 


=; e 
C couple to 3 4 
5 to eG ce, let yn 


. be built N 3 


may (ee each other, and it may qo >. be 
o contrived that the birds may feed out. 
of the fame veſſels: opp ar well with 
hemp-ſeed, which ſoon make them 
wanton, and when do perceive the hen 
to [weep her tail and ſhew to the cock, as | 
I lays in the ahoining | pen, you ma 
then remove her to his pen and 
won agree, When th = con . is 
wanting, and you are comp ave at firſt to 
pat them both into one coop, be careful 
w put the cock in the firſt, for three or 
fonr days, that he may get maſter of the' 
| pargculatly if the hen is a terma- 
ant, or elſe they will quarrel ſo much 
astoendin an irreconcileable hatred ever 
after. But when the cock is once maſ- 
ter of his houſe, he will always maintain 
ik, and by a ſtout and well timed reſiſt- 
"ace, make his miſtreſs yield to his aus 


"©a _ 
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which a very wanton hen will frequen 


| When the pigeons. are ata; 1 
give them the liberty of the loft, 
the privilege of fixing upon what neſt 
they. pleaſe ;. but when you have a mind i 

IX 3 5 to any particular neſt, make 

= of the following method. Get a 
machine made of lath, the length of tho 
breeding places, let this be encloſed with | 
boards both at bottom and top; this 
machine may project out as far as tha 
loft will admit; one of che top boards muſt 


lift up with hinges, for the conveniency_. TY | 


of ſupplying them with food; this ma 
de placed before any neſt, and. the <4 
geons put in it; when after 1 
mained in this fituation about a 
Tet the machine he removed, which onghs 5 


to be done in the night, Re hore * 

not leave that neſt. . 
The ſame method may be I wer 

with ſuccels, in order to prevent 

from being vitiated by an improper trad, 


. admit of. Confine them by this 14 45 
till the hen has, depoſited both her eggs. . 
then let it be removed that they may 


= their liberty, till the hen has fed. 


er ſoff meat, when ſhe will become 
ous OS: and muſt be confined ay 
OS | already 
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N the fancy birds require 
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attendance. 


Cops 


eg on purpoſe 


for the kee 
vs ; let it be a ſtanding rule 
to place che kront facing 

fouth-welt, as being the wal meſt quarters; 
but as few perſons ere@ a room for that 


uſe only, it may be proper to take notice, 


that any place, Where there is room 


enough may be made fubſervient for that 


rpofe,” Some break a hole through the 


Toof of the houſe; and there lay à pla- 


form of what ſize belt ſuits them; but in 


doing this, particular care muſt be taken 


to exett proper fences to"keep but thoſe 


terrible enemies to the pigeon tribe, the 


cats. Nevertheleſs it is eſfentially ne- 


ceſlary to train up a cat on purpoſe to *. 
pt za the loft; for this end procure 


| —— and as it increafes in growth, an 


to notice the pigeons, heat an 
egg and put it to its noſe, and gzet à dead 
geon and rub its noſe with it, ad deat 
225 alſo with the pigeon; repeat is tin 
we cat runs away dt the" fgbt of ai 
or dead pigeon, V hen laid before it, whi 
method will ſo intimidate the cat; that 


. SS © =» we be 
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en s, hey fit, an e 
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eſpecially if it is well ſupplied with food: 
1 broke 1 in, will be found 


_tigly uſeful in a loft. aud will 5 
clear of rats and mice, which are ver 
deſtruRive'to the pigeotis and their e 


Be careful not to over ſtock the loft, and 


always allow at leaſt two holes or breed 


ing places for every pair; for if they are 
eramped for want of room, they wiſl not 
| Git quiet, nor breed fo well as 2 they 
| Have a fufficiency of room allowed them. 
We cannot better flluftrate this laſt re- 
mark, than in the information given 
the late Mr. b who relates that he 
was well acquainted with a jentleman,, 
- who out 2 pair of bieedingp 
Could not raiſe three Youn ones, 4 2:4 
the courſe- of a whole 18 and ſummer, 
ing them crowded” in t 
2 in the beginnitg of Sep 
1 2 aa the fame pigeons. into · 


2 and through the 
ing winter, Which is a ini ut 
12 of the bad effects of Sin 
amy in toe contracted a habitation The 


often be playing tu, and? e dee the- 


an 155 ( 13s 3 n * 101 
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yeaſon, is Obvious, ſalacigus cocks wi 4 
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| again 


_ this method there vill be txoneſis in the 
Tength af every three fect, and the pi- 


r 
- 


_ coolin 
ether fie: 7 rk in breeding time, e 
the your 


126 keene riss r I | 


oom to fit My Sake ban nella, and by 
this means both e. and. Vun, 


Atraped. 3 
the breeding places, lot the | 


In erecting 


thelves 8 at leaſt fourteen inches in 


breadth, and the diſtance between ſhelf 


and ſhelf twenty inches, that tall powters 


may not be compelled to crouch for want 


of height, and ſpoil: their carriage, by 


getting an ill bukie of playing low; let 
ons be fixed upon. theſe ſhelves, 
ving the ſpace of 5 — feet between 
artition, having a beard naile& 
the front, which ſerves as a blind 
en both ſides of every partition; and b 


aach 


geons will fit dark. and private. Some 
Place a partit. on in the middle of each: | 
neſt, yhich is of ſervice in hindeering the 
young 19 * ſow running to the hen; ang 
g8%, when ſhe fits at the 


ones are about three » 
old, the hen will lay again, if, a, 


breeder, and leave the young ones to the. | 

care of. the cock; for ihe eaſier gleaning; 

out the- neſts, Lane have them by; — 4 
out any blind, being entirely le oft open 


* 
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in front, but as the pigeon d8es not like | 
to-be diſturbed when fitting, and an open 
fronted neſt is liable to ſome other in- 


conveniences, we can ſay nothing in fa 


vour of it. Others again, if the loft will 
admit of it, ſtrenuouſly recommend the 
making of the. neſts on the floor, eſpe= 
cially for the better ſort of pigeons, as, 
being far more convenient than either of 
the former two, in preventing thoſe, ac». 
| cidents which ſometimes. happens to the 
young pigeons, by their falling out of. 
the neſt, and thereby bruiſing or laming, * 
themſelves, and alſo giving them an op- 
portunity of being fed by other pigeons, 
as well as their parents,: _ 1 ene 
times the caſe. 12221 I * $251 4 3 
Let every neſt be furniſhed with an 
unglazed 2 pan, or ſtraw baſket, 
| of which are made and adap ted for * 
this uſe, and the fize ſhould be in ge 
portion to the pigeons it is intended for; s. 


or any other ſmall pigeon, ought to be 
three inches high, and about eight. inches 
over at the top, ſloping like a waſh- hand 


; ſhould be varied i in propoxtion to the fize. 
of = © Feen uin the pan o | 


example; a pan proper for a tumbler,. LN 


baſon towards the bottom; and theſe . - 
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ket in the breeding-place, put a ſmall 
wedge of wood, or a brick ' againſt the 
fs: of it, that the pigeons may get on 
and off the neſt, without treading on the 
edges of the pan or baſket, and by that 
means tilt out the eggs; when the hen 
has hatched, be careful not to handle the 
young ones, when you want to look at 
them, for the handling of young pigeons, 
often brings a ſcouring upon them. Ihe 
baſket is preferred by fome, as being 
much the warmeſt, and not ſo ſubject to 
crack the egg when freſh'laid ; but the 
advocates for the pan ſay, that theſe dif- 
ſiculties are eaſi r by a pr 1 
ſupply of clean ſtraw, or frail, ” nk _ | 
and ſhort ; the frail as it lies hollow, and ; 
laſts a great while, is preferable to the 
ſtraw ; for when the young ones are able 
to tzet out of their neſt, take hold of the 
s of the frail, and ſhake off the dun 
and "Filth, and the fratt will be fit for uſe 
again: it N bot impro in this — | 
9 the reader, — b 
ſifted on the ſhelves and , which the 

cons are fond of , and it is 
PE wholeſome for f picking. * alfo gives- 
the loft a more creditable appearance, and 


makes it much cafier to be cleaned, be- 
files, 


el ſhould be 


Directious for mel Loft for Pigeons. 115 
_ fades, in k the pigeons clean, 
are cleared from fleas and other wel | 
: == 88 incal b. a 
n gan bein nei 

5 and nouriſhed by the — pally 

As 5 the trap or airy, it is e 
8 a platform or floor of deals, on 
| — þ 1 of the houſe, and is the com- 
won paſſage for the going out and the 
coming in of che pigeons? it is made of 
laths, which ſhould be nailed ſo cloſe to- 

_ gether, as not to permit a mouſe to creep 
| ugh. Some of theſe are made very 
ſmall, with a door in the middle, and 
one on each fide: which three doors are 
_ fo contrived, that by the pull of a fingle 
_ Airing, like a piece of machinery, all draw 
4 this contrivance is chiefly 
5 Aluted 'i into it, by the tempting baits of 


ſigned to trap firay pigeons, who are 
i hemp - ſeed, or rape and canary, which is 


ſtrewed there for that purpole, and fre- 


quently has its defied effect. Some make 
two: ſinall.;ſwinging- doors, on each fide _ 
. the trap, 7 bolting 

wires, ſo that any pigeon may get into 
the trap. but cannot return back again z 
and alſo leave a ſquare hole open at top, 

called a tipping hole, which is made to 
5 W * ne che ſwinging 


doors ʒ 
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doors; but withou t the trap is ſo fituated ted 
as to be quite ſecure from the cats or rats, 
both theſe are da 


us contrivances: 
for either of the laſt mentioned animals 


may, by the ſame means, as eaſily enter 


the trap as the pigeons can, and if they 


once find their way in, they will make 
igeons and 
Some of theſe places are 
built ſo wide and lofty; as to admit ej | 
or ten peop le at a time, to ſtand or walk 


ſad devaſtation amongſt the pi 
their eggs. 


about in them, and have two or three 


rows of ſhelves on every ſide for the 


pigeons to reſt upon, and are deſi 
for to give room and air to thoſe pi 
that are not ſuffered to fly abroad - 
theſe places *are ſo large they are cn 
xiries, and are of great ſervice in x 


health. 11 599 
In order to oldies the Conn 
the loft; it muſt be provided with proper 


bottles and ſtands for water, and alſe 
with proper meat - boxes. It ſhould be 2 


large egg bellied glafs bottle, with à long 


neck, big enough to contain three or four 


gallons df water, though the ſhape of it 


is immaterial, for a piece of paſte-. board, 


hung by a ſtring about three inches above 
12 A r hinder them from 
* 


confined pigeons in 2® good NKate' of 


—_ 


— 


make a trial of it, and it will experi- 


in the ſhape of a hopper, and in order to 
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ſettling on it, and dunging it. This, 
bottle ſhould be ſet upon a . 
ſtool. or ſtand, having a hollow at the 
top for the belly to reſt in, that the 
mouth may end into a ſmall pan un- 
derneath, by which means the water will 
gradually run from the mouth of the 
bottle, upplying the pan with water, as 
faſt as the pigeons drink it out; this me- 
thod will keep the water freſh and ſweet, 
and the water will ſtop runping when its 
ſurface meets the mouth of the bottle; 
the reaſon of which is obvious, though, 3 
an explanation would be rather too hi- . 
lofo phjcal.: but we adviſe thoſe Who are 1 
not yet poſſeſſed” of this contrivance, to 


mentally's prove | the truth of this aſſertion. 
The box for the meat ſhiould be made 


hinder eh from dunging the grain, it 
muſt. have a cover over the ton, and then 
it will ſerve as a preſervative. for their 
food ; from hence the meat deſcends into 
a ſhallow: ſquare box, and this 1 is ox ls 2 
fenced in with'rails or ſmall holes on each 
ſide, to prevent them from flirting the, 
gtain amongſt their own dung, Which. 
lies about the floor. Some Teave it quite 
K for the benefit 6f the young pi e 
8 L that 


122 cue fr Pi e Faxcvrk. | 
that they may the i more eaſily find their 
ons has We” 


Objervaties?? on "wy 27 e for P; 2 

The common dvve-houle pigeon, being 
removed, as it wete, but one ſtep from a 
ſkate of nature, is hardy, and will ſeek 

its own "food, living upon almoſt any 
rain; yet it is far different with the 
5 cy bude that TEquite” ſome attend ance, 
being much more delicate, and always 
uſed to tender treatment; therefore ſome... © 
ſhort obſervations on Were food” is very: 
neceſſary. .. 

The pigeon is a graniuorons bird, and 
may be fed with various forts of grain, 
as wheat, barley, oats, peaſe, ron 
beans; vetehes, tates, rape and can 
or hemp- ſeed. But of all aint, o 

tares prove to be the beſt ſuited to the: 
nature of theſe birds; for new tares ſhould -- 
be given very ſparingly, eſpecially. to 
ag pigeons,” as they! are very liable to 
m into à ſcouring, thou . = 
ek will have the ſame e ef; if 
accident they have been mixed wich fal, lalk, 
Or damaged by ſea-water; for though 
pigeons are very fond of ſalt, too much 
is very n for example: if in a 


* 
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age they: are ſupplied with ſea-water 
2 of Frelh, it will ſoon kill them, 
Horſe· beaus are eſteemed the next beſt 
.faod to taxes, but the ſmaller theſe are 
the better: there is a French fort called 
wall wcks, which make good food, and 
are cheaper than taxes, but there are two 
nnfavourable circumſtances attends theſe. 
(Firſt, -they are hard of. digeſtion, and not 
Proper diet for pigeons who have young 
ones to feed, Secondly, they are im- 
Proper for young pigeons, for ſome time 
after they have begun to feed themſelves, 
as they are apt to ſick in the gullet and 
: S indeed, they are dangerous 
for any pigeon whoſe anlles is ſmall, 
Fhich is the caſe in mol of them which 
3re long- -necked. © No kind of beans ara 
ft diet for Dutch croppers, or any other 
lange — pigeons, r _ apt to 
be be e, We would adviſe 
thoſe that feed pigeon⸗ wich beans, 
. mix a few vetches among 
| yes agus beans fplit. 
heat, Nader, 034, and peaſe, ought 
be given now and then for a 
_— of diet, 4 my are very ſubject 


4% ſcour them, There is à mixed diets 
ge, of res, ons and peaſe, which 


nat, with wich Toms lors 
L 2 fancyers 
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fancyers feed their pigeons for cheapneſs, 

but care ſhould be taken that the beans 
are not too large. Rape and canary, and 
bemp- feed, is a diet that pigeons are 
immoderately fond of, but this, for many 


fubſtantial reaſons, muſt not by an 


means be made a conſtant diet. It is 


laid that a late grand duke of Tuſcany 
was a very great fancyer, and that he uſed 


to muſter his pigeons by the ringing of a 


bell, and feed them with the ſtones of 
grapes, which are- very plentiful in that 
, | FEELIN abe FEE 4 IF * An 


country. 5 


PTE 
1 \ 


W a2 — 


Cf the. Difeaſes incident - to Pigeons, with 


© their- Method of Cure. 
In treating of the difeaſes relating to 
pigeons, we ſhall chiefly follow the ſen- 
timents of the late Mr. Moore; 'who'was 


not only a very judicious fancyer, but alſo 


a gentleman of the faculty, who-ſpared 
no pains to make himſelf acquainted with 
the diſeafes of theſe birds, and to apply 


the beſt method of cure; therefore; with- 


out further apology, we ſhall take him 
%%% 

The firſt diſeaſe that we ſhall take cog- 
nizance of, is, the corruption of the egg 
in the uterus; this uſually ariſes from 


the over ſalaciouſneſs of an unmatched 
F< * | 41 | 41 hen, 


[= 


— 


"My 


Pigeons, drin 
__ dry bu 


ther : though ſome fancyers.ſay; that giz+ . 
ing them water in a metal, or a tin veſſel, 
will bring: on this d 
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hen, and proceeds from high feeding, or 


ſome other cauſe, who. will often breed 
| Sp without apy connection with the 


male, though they ſeldem bring them to 
perfection, and ſometimas they de not 
them forth, ſo that they decay in 
the wowh :- there is. vo. remedy. for this 
but a oy diet, if yqu think this diſorder 
aroſe from high feeding, end to match 


| her to a cock in time. 


be vet rp. In this caſe give them: 
arge or four pepper corns, once in three 
as ary days, apd ſicep a handſul of green 
in their water, and as this. is very 
8 may let all the other 


5 * 


The dry rocp is uſually known by 2 
cough, that always attends: it, 
and is ſuppoſed to procoed from a cold; 
towhich they are very ſuhjsct, particularly 5 
during the time of molting: te remedy 
this, give them every day three: or fc 
cloves of garlick 
The canken, uſually: takes ity riſe be 
the cocks pecking and fighting onel ann 


er, In order te 
remove this, taks b mt allum and ny 
ang;rub the affected part every day: bus 


L 3: when 
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when this has not its defired effect, diſ- 


ſolve five. grains of Roman vitriol in half 


- a ſpoonful of wine vinegar, mix it with 
| - .the former medicine, and anoint the part 


affected. Some people ſtrip off the ſcurf 
and make it bleed, before they apply the 


_ remedy, but we give it as our opinion 


that the medicine is ſearching enough 
without that. 


When the fleſh- otiivattivn round. the 
eyes of the carrier; horſeman, or barb, 
are torn and pecked, bathe them with 


tale urine for ſeveral days; if this does 
not prove ſucceſsful, diflolve two drams 


of allum in one ounce and a half of water, 
and waſh the aggrieved part; but when 
the caſe is very obſtinate, mix half an 


. ounce of honey with twenty grains of red 


7 Precipitate, and anoint the part, and it 
will certainly cure it. 5 


Pigeons are infeſted with ſmall jnlects, 


particularly during the ſummer months, 


which the fancyers call lice; when this 
happens ſmoak their feathers well with 


the ſmoak of tobacco, and it will cer- 


tainly deſtroy them. 
There is another Lind of ſmall 8 


which are very pernicious, and frequent- 
” b e's to the young ones in the. 


neſt, 
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2 nemecdee ally when frſthatched. by creep- 
ing into their ears, and hindering them 
from thriving: to prevent this, Prinkle 
the duft of tobacco in the neſt, and alſo. 
over the young pigeons, and it will kill 63 
' theſe vermin : they are called the blacks 1 
by ſome, and by others, pigeons bugs. * 
© Gizzard-fallen, is when the gizzard 
finks down to the vent; the fancy in 
general think it raceeds from ,weaknels, 
| though we are of opinion that it is rather 
[ — cauſed by feeding on too much hemp- 
' Teed. We know of no cure for this ma- 
lady, unleſs nature will co-operate with 
analteration of diet, which in young pi- 
1 it ſometimes does. 8 
. Navel-fallen, is when there i is a ſort of 
aà a bag hanging down near the vent. This 
. _diſtemper 1 is frequently deſperate, and if 
the giving of them clary, or ſome'other, 
ede eg things of a similar nature, 
—Y 2 does not effect a cure, we can recom- 
mend nothing that will. 
Peigeons are ſubject to be pap- arſed, as 
tit is termed by the fancy. This malady 
ariſes either from a natural weakneſs, or 
from a lecherous cock's mounting his 
hen too frequent: there is no cure for 
his, except flying, and the parting of 
| 4 | _ 
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them ſometimes to make them more ab- 
ſtemious. Young igeons and carriers 
that are not much flo on are moſt bee 
to it. 

Some pigeons, as powters, and crop 
pers, are apt to overcharge or gorge | 
emſelves, that is, when they have faſted 
rather longer than uſual, * will eat 

ch a quantity that they. cannot digeſt. 
it, but it will ſtay and corrupt in * 
crop, and be the death of the | Pigeon ; 
when this happens, take the enſuing ad- 
Vice; put the gorged bird in a e 

; with | its f feet downward, Jae 
ing up he crop, that the overload led bag 
of meat may not hang ade, : then ob 
up, the ſtocking on 5 nail, keeping it 

2 poſture, only ſupp! ying it with. a lit- 
e water now and then, t i the food is 
digeſted, and this will frequent] J cure it; 
ut when it 1s taken out of the Rockin 


| ID in a coop or open baſket, feeding 
ut very moderfigly, for: * left to it- 


tle 


lf. it will gor hen this, me- 
ere not tucc aces Cit. the er crp from 
© bottqra with a ſharp pair of ſeillars. or. 


knife, take out the ; corrupted m me >: 125 
324 the rop, and. ſ lex it up pred Tg N 


W 1 ohen proved, Ty eſsfy 


oug 
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though the crop will loſe its roundneſs: 
| ſome take off the crop by ligature,” that 
is, tying that part of the crop that con- 
tains the undigeſted food; tight round 
With a ſtring, and let it remain till it 
drops off. This method never fails, but 
the ape of the crop is entirely ruined | 
for ever after. 1 
The vertigo, or as it is contmvrly 
called by the fancy, the megrims, is a 
diſeaſe, i 4 which the pigeon flutters about 
at random, with its head reverted in ſuch 

a manner, that its beak reſts'on. its back. 
This malady is pronounced incurable by 
moſt fancyers, and if it baffles the power 
of the following remedy it is ſo ; infuſe 
in half a pint of water, one ounce and a 
half of ſpirit of lavender, and a dram of 
the ſpirit of ſal ammoniac that has been 
diſtilled with quick lime; in the coufſe 


of a day force down the bird's throat 
about a ſpoonful and a half of this com- 


poſition, - and if the bird finds benefit, 
repeat the medicine every third or fourth 
day, only leſſening the quantity, and in 
the intermediate days give it a clove of 
garlick, or three or four pepper corns; 
9 after a trial you perceive no amend- 
TOY ment, 


— 


\ 
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went, it will be beſt to kill it out of the 


hen Kg n do not molt freely, or 


ure at a Rand in their melting, ſo that 
they 4 not throw their feathers kindly. 


it is a never failing ſign of a bad Rate af 


health: to amend this, the following 
method will be of ſervice; put them in 
ſome warm. place, and pull out their tar} 
Feathers, mixing a good quantity of hemp- 
feed with their common food, alſo a lit - 
tle clary or ſaffron thrown into their wa- 

ter, though ſome prefer cochinea}, ar 
| glderchernes Say this ule. Pigeons. are 


Ds 

f Shall Te TS 
| ans ,GCQWn 

ow : if this fails, pour fome fenith's 725 

Pater down their throats which 1 is very 

bind. that remains in the 

finder a Ae where they 

tools, is very for 

i auring, but muſt be plat in very ſmall 

— it being of a very coſlive na-: 


* diſtemper called the ſmall pox, 
vhich breaks out in eruptions or puſtules, 


full 


Of ihe Diſeaſes incideiit ts Pigenis, 1 
full of yellow matter, on their bodied,” 
wings, and legs, is e opetiing AY 


Ras and appl appl ing fr burrit allum i ae 5 
or touching f m with Roman | 
rites | 


When pigeons are gek., Heavy; of 
drooping their wings, give them once a 
day, a couple of ſpiders. rolled up in but? 
| ter, and if you think it ſafe bo venture 
them, let them fly. 

When pigeons are lame, or the ball of 
their foot ſwelled, either from cold, the 
being cut with olaſs, or any other acci- 
dent, ſpread ſome Venice turpentine on. 
a piece of brown paper, pu ut it to the part 
affected, and it Al heal it in a few 5 79 

The fleſh-wen, i is a flelby tumor, which 
ariſes on the joints. of the legs or wings ? 
this may be either opened or cut off ; if 
opened, take out the kernel, and waſh it 
with allum and water; if cut off, the part. 
way be afterwards healed with almoſt any 

ve. 

The bone wen is a 1 pn » grow-. 
| upon the joints as: the laſt ; this ig 
ret. nds ee and the bird affected” 
it will not breed: ſome attempt 65 | 
cure it with a mixture of black ſoap and 
quick ord but if * — 0 lic 


* 


* 
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on too long, or made too ſtrong, it will. 

eat off the leg, or any other part where it 
is applied, it being a ſtrong cauſtic. 

The core. This malad ay” is ſo called, 


from its reſemblance to the core of an 
appſe.; ; it is hard, and uſually. of a yellow 
CO 


our interſperſed with red, and is moſt- 
ly ſeated in the anus or vent. This muſt, 2 5 
be ripened ; to effect which, keep the pi- 
geon looſe, by giving it a gentle purge of 
tobacco, a ſmall quantity will do; this 
will ſometimes make them diſcharge the. 
core themſelves, if not, when ripe it =, | 
be drawn out. 


Theſe birds, pirticullith d the common : 


ſort, are frequently afflicted with ſcabs 
on the back and breaſt, which make the 
old ones ſo weak that they cannot fly 


abroad in ſearch of food, and abſolutel) 
kill the young ones; the following. re- 


cipe is recommended as. a cure, A 
pound of dill-ſeed, a pound of fennel- 


ſeed, and the fame quantity of cummin- N 


ſeed, an ounce and a half of aſſa foetida, 
a quarter of a pound of bay-ſalt, 'and of, 


common ſalt the ſame quantity. Mix all 
theſe ingredients with ſome fine clean 


clay, together with a ſmall quantity of 


WWA ˙. 1. 7 


1 This being Prepared, ake it in 
two 


— wo 


— 
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two pots, and Tet it on a ſtand in the pi- 


geon-houſe, and the birds will continue 
ITT it till they are cured, 


+ EA 9 


| Some Rete on the Keekere of Pigeons, 
It will not be improper at the cloſe of 
this treatiſe, to take notice of the diſtinc- 


tion which real pigeon fancyers make 
| betwen themſelves and pigeon keepers. 


Such perfons then who keep good of the 
kind, whether carriers, ptwters, tum- 


N blers, dragoons, horſemen, runts, Joco= - 
54 barbs, nuns, ſpots, owls, 


bines, tu 
trumpeters, bnnikins, &e. are named 


fancyers; on the reverſe, thoſe who keep 
rubbiſh are ſtiled pigeon keepers, af 


which laſt tribe there are an incredible 


number. It is really aftoniſhing, that 


any perſon will give loft · room to {ach as 


are not worth the tares they eat, and can 


only be accounted for, by ſuppoſing fuch 


perſons to be ignorant of the bad "1d 


ties and imperfections of the ſeveral forts 
they keep: if they breed for the diſh 
only, even then, their table might be 
more fully ſupplied by the better — ; for 
the expence of keeping is equal the fame 
in Ether, th only 1 the ſirſt 


: beſt 
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buying of a few pair. Should any objec- 
tion ariſe to the firſt purchaſe of the bet- 
ter ſort, we inform the reader that it is 
much the cheapeſt in the end, to give © 
good price for a couple of pair of valua- 


ble 3 birds, who in a little time, 
would ſo well ſtock his loft, as to repay 


his purchaſe with intereſt, powters and 


Leghorn runts excepted, for the reaſons 


* given, than to begin with bad 


birds, at two ſhilling a pair, the value 


of which can never be ratied, nor the 
breed mended. 


| To thoſe who keep pigeons 1. che ſake 


of good breeding, we would recommend 
baſtard-bred pigeons, ſuch as powting- 


horſemen, powting-dragoons, from a 
powter or cropper, and a Leghorn; or a 
cock cropper, and a hen carrier; the rea- 
ſon is, theſe pigeons frequently breed ten 
pair of young ones in a year, for the lit- 
tle puff of wind derived from the powter, 
gives them a heat and mirth, which occa- 
Gions them to be continually playing or 
courting ; and when they have young 


ones, they feed them well. A cock 


13 will tread any hen that will let 
im, at any time; and part him from his 


in 
P ; 


- | * 
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m a few days. Befides baſtard bred pi- 
geons, are the moſt ſerviceable for thoſe - 
who breed them to ſupply the table. 
An author of good repute, in ſpeaking 
of foods, after having adviſed to the 
choice of young pigeons that are tender, 
fleſhy, and welt fed, proceeds as follows, 
They are nouriſhing, ſomewhat bind- 
ing, ſtrengthening, and provoke urine ; 
they are looked upon to be good for clean- 
Eng the reins, and to expel the groſs: 
matters that ſtick there. As a pigeon 
ws old, ſo proportionably does its- 
fleſh become drier and more ſolid, harder 
of digeſtion, and ſo fit to produce groſs 
and melancholy humours ; and' hence it 
is that ſome authors have condemned the 
uſe of pigeons, and look upon them to 
be bad food: they agree at all times with 
any age and conſtitution ; but thoſe that 
are melancholy ought to make uſe of 
them more moderately than other pei- 


ſons.“ 


Some uſeful Intelligence relating to the Gene- 
ralion and. Incubation of Pigeons, - 

In treating of this ſubje&, we muſt 
candidly acknowledge, that we are ſome- 
what. indebted to the late ingenous Mr. 

| M 2 Moore, 
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Moore, for the light he has thrown upon 
it; but more particularly to the celebrated 
diſcoverer of the circulation of the blood, 
in his excellent treatiſe of the generation 
of animals. 2 

All animals therefore are diſtinguiſhed 
into three diſtinct ſpecies: viviparous, at 


ſuch as are brought forth alive, in their 


Proper make: vermiparous, or ſuch- as 


derive their form from a worm: and ovi- 


parous, or ſuch as are produced from an 


egg; though, in fact, the fœtus of all 
animals originally proceed from an egg; 
the only difference is, that in ſome ani- 


mals this egg is nouriſhed into maturity 
in the uterus ; whereas all the various 
claſſes of the feathered tribes emit; or lay 


an egg, and from it mature their young 


by incubation. The pigeon is an ovi- 


parous bird, and may truly be called a 


bird, for all that appertain to this genus, 
feed their young ones for ſome time after 
they are batched ; but on the contrary, 


all the young ones of the fowl kind will 


ſeek for their own food, and feed them- 
ſelves almoſt as ſoon as they are freed 


from the ſhell of that egg in which they 


were confined. | 
Nature forms in the upper matrix, or 


ovary of the female bird, a great 3 
| Or 


* 
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of ſmall yolks, growing together in the 
nature of a bunch of grapes, from which 


fmilitude Dr. Harvey names jt a vi- 
tellary, and alſo tells us, that in pi- 


geons, he has noticed this parcel of 
eggs to be all of the ſame fize, two 
only excepted, which were larger than 
the reſt, and were now ready to drop 
into the lower uterus, or womb. The 
cock, in the act of coition, fertilizes 
theſe eggs, and by an aſtomifhing, though 
myſtical operationof nature, n them 

N | | 
It is the opinion of many eminent 
anatomiſts, that all the eggs a female 
bird will ever lay, are contained in the 
vitellary or clufter, and that when this 
number is exbauſted, ſhe will become 
ſteril or barren; which has made ſome 
artful people, in order to deceive man- 
kind, and fell a uſeleſs bird, oil the vent 
of a barren; hen, and force an egg into it, 
to paſs it upon the credulous purchaſer 
for one that is not barren. If any of our 
readers ſhould be thus impoſed upon, 
that they may not let ſlip the breeding 
ſeaſons, and be at the expence of keeping 
ſach a hen matched to a good cock, the 
following method * inform them whe- 
| ther. 
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ther ſhe is barren or not. When the 
cock drives her hard to neſt, give her a 
pair of eggs to hatch, and let her bring 
up the young ones; and if you value her, 
repeat this method two or three times; 
and, if ſhe is not barren, this, and croſs« 
matching her, that is, mateh her to ano- 
ther cock, and: it will render her fruitful, - 
The wanton dalliances practi ſed by this 
bird during the time of its courtſhip, is 
in a manner very engaging and peculiar 
to it. The cock when falacious, will by 
a voice at that time exceedingly ſweet and 
pleaſing, and by ſeveral endearing and 
pretty geſtures, woo the female, and en- 
deavour to gain her affections; ſhe, when 
complying, ſoon diſcovers it by her mo- 
tions, as ſpreading her wings, nodding: 
her head, and ſweeping her tail; from 
hence they proceed to billing, that is, 
the hen puts her beak into the cock's, 
who appears as if feeding her; after this. 
ſhe will ſquat, and immediately receives 
his favour, by which ſhe is rendered pro- 
lific; they, will then ſeek for a neſt, or 
ſome convenient place to depoſit their 
eggs, into which they will carry ſuch 
neceſſaries as beſt ſuits their purpoſe; 
ſome making a good neſt, others hardly, 


any at all.. | 


* 


willmake 
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When the hen is near the time of her 


laying, the cock will follow her from 
place to place, not allowing her to be at 


peace any where but in her neſt. And 
here it is to be obſeryed that ſome cocks 


are ſo very intent, that at this time, 3 
will hardly permit a hen to eat; which 
| 4 very weak, and frequentlx 
cauſe her to lay an imperfect or thin- 
ſhelled egg. The ſureſt method of reme- 
dying this inconvenience, is to remove 


the cock from her, till the egg arrives to a 
greater degree of perfection in the uterus. 


Though pigeons make a great Encreaſe 
in a year, it does not ariſe from any quan- 


tity of eggs they lay at one time, for 
they never lay more than two, and di- 


realy proceed to incubation, but from 


the frequency of the hatchings, which if 


they are good breeders, uſually happens 


once in five or fix weeks. After a pigeon 
has laid her firſt egg, ſhe reſts a day be- 


tween, and on the following day lays | 


another: it is cuſtomary for them to ſtand _ 
over the firſt egg, which is termed ir- 


regular incubation, till the ſecond is laid, 
and then fit cloſe, that both young ones ' 


may; be hatched nearly at once : though 


ſome will fit cloſe on the firſt, and by 


that means bring one young one two days 


ſooner 
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|. - foorktr than the ochgz, During the time 
- of a'pigeou's incubation, the be treble &. . 
—\_ equally divilied between the cock and 
ha ben, ag has W | 
 - ,  natoral-iiſtory of pigeons. But at the 
© end of nineteen days, the fancyer ſhould 
be careful to obſerve whether the eggs 
are hatched or not, for the two following | 
| particular reaſons: - | 2 
iſt. It ſometimes 3 that the eld 
ones do not ſit eloſe, and the young 
ones for want of a due warmth, have not 
ſtrength ſafficient to extricate themſclves 
out of che ſhell, and. ſo periſh for want 
of air and proper nouriſhment : for the 
ſuſtenance it received from the internal 
part of the egg, is by this time exhauſted. 
or dried up; whenever a misfortune of 
this kind happens, and you perceive the 
egg to be cracked. or chipped with the 
exertion of the young one, break the ſhell 
all round with your nail, or the head of a 
| pin, and help the Little captive to get free. 
2. When the eggs. get addled, or any 
| accident — 4 that the ns cannot 
hatch, be careful to provide them a pair, 
or at leaſt one young one to feed off their 
ſoft meat; otherwiſe it will make them 
very kick, and. cauſe them to — 4 4 
too ſoon, which. will greatly weaken 
then. 
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